2/27/1952

10/6/1953

1/15/1954

3/17/1956

6/4/1956

MacIntyre leaves office
Ira Carlisle is appointed to office

‘Worrill leaves office to serve on Supreme Court of Georgia
Joseph Quillian is appointed to office

- Sutton leaves office to serve on Supreme Court of Georgia

Horace Elmo Nichols is appointed to office

Resolution passed concerning space in the Capitol once the Supreme Court

-and Court of Appeals vacate the building.

.A 1956 constitutional amendment providing for direct review by the two

appellate courts of juvenile court judgments. In Powell v. Gregg, 224 Ga.

| 226, the Supreme Court held that those cases were solely within the purview

of the Court of Appeals.

The State Judicial Building was completed in 1956. At the dedication

"proceedings of the present courtroom, reported at 93 Ga. App. 901, the motto

engraved upon the marble wall behind the bench was noted: "Upon the
integrity, wisdom and independence of the judiciary depend the sacred rights
of free men." This credo was conceived and formulated by Chief Judge Jule
Wimberly Felton, and reported in 243 Georgia XXIX.
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ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
GEORGIA 1956

1956 Vol. 1 -- Page: 652
Sequential Number: 239

Short Title: JUVENILE COURT JUDGMENTS -- REVIEW BY APPELLATE COURTS.
Intent: Proposed Amendment to the Constltutlon

Law Number: No. 135

Origin: (House Resolution No. 32-96¢).

Type: A Resolution.

Full Title: Proposing to the qualified voters of Georgia an amendment to Article VI, Section II of the
Constitution of Georgia so as to confer upon the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals jurisdiction to
review by writ of error all final judgments and adjudications rendered by juvenile courts; to provide
for advertising and submission; and for other purposes.

Page: 653
Be it resolved by the General Assembly of Georgia:

Section 1. Article VI, Section II of the Constitution of Georgia is hereby amended by adding thereto a
new paragraph to be known as Paragraph IX and to read as follows:

"Paragraph IX. The Supreme Court and Court of Appeals shall have jurisdiction to
review by direct writ of error, and without the necessity of a motion for new trial having
been made, all final judgments, orders, decrees and adjudicatons, rendered by any juvenile
court created or referred to in an Act of the General Assembly approved February 19,
1951 (Ga. L. 1951, p. 291), as amended, and any other juvenile court that may be
hereafter established, and, it shall further be the duty of the solicitor-general of the judicial
circuit within which juvenile court or courts are located to represent the juvenile court on
such appeals. The time for filing such bill of exceptions, and the procedure governing
same, shall be as now provided by law for appeals, or as may hereafter be provided by
law, but in any case, the juvenile judge may by order grant extensions of time for the
filing of such bill of exceptlons so as to afford opportunity for preparation of a brief or
transcript of evidence, in cases where such is required."



Section 2. When the above proposed amendment to the Constitution shall have been agreed to by two-
thirds of the members elected to each of the two branches of the General Assembly, and the same has
been entered on their journals with the "Ayes" and "Nays" taken thereon, the Governor is hereby
authorized and instructed to cause such proposed amendment to be published as provided in Article
XIIL, Section I, Paragraph I, of the Constitution of Georgia of 1945, as amended. Such proposed
amendment shall be submitted as provided in said paragraph.

The ballot submitting the above proposed amendment

Page: 654
shall have written or printed thereon the following:

"For ratification of amendment to Constitution so as to confer jurisdiction on the Supreme
Court and Court of Appeals to review by writ of error all final judgments of juvenile
courts."

" Against ratification of amendment to Constitution so as to confer jurisdiction on the
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals to review by writ of error all final judgments of
juvenile courts."

All persons desiring to vote in favor of adopting the proposed amendment shall vote for ratification of
the amendment, and all persons desiring to vote against the adoption of the proposed amendment shall
vote against ratification.

If such amendment shall be ratified as provided in said paragraph of the Constitution, it shall become a
part of the Constitution of this State. The returns of the election shall be made in like manner as
returns for elections for members of the General Assembly and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of
State to ascertain the result and certify the result to the Governor who shall, if such amendment be
ratified, make proclamation thereof.

Approval Date: [missing data]
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1956 Vol. 1 — Page: 816
Sequential Number: 303

Short Title: GENERAL ASSEMBLY -- SPACE IN CAPITOL.
Law Number: No. 149

Origin: (House Resolution No. 258).

Type: A Resolution.

Full Title: Concerning the use of the third floor of the Capitol Building for legislative purposes; and
for other purposes.

Whereas, upon the completion of the Judicial Building in the Spring of 1956, the Supreme Court and
the Court of Appeals will move into said building; and

Whereas, the vacating of the Capitol by the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals would make
space available on the third floor for use by the General Assembly; and

Whereas, such space will be available to the General Assembly:

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the General Assembly of Georgia, that a committee to include the
Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate, and three Representatives to be appointed by the
Speaker, including the Speaker, and three Senators to be appointed by the President, including the
President, is hereby created to consider, plan and confer with architects, State officials and other
interested persons, regarding the utilization of the third floor of the Capitol Building for legislative
purposes.

Page: 817

The committee members shall be entitled to receive the per diem and the travel expenses as provided
by law, for service on the business of the committee for that number of days which shall be determined
to be necessary by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House.



Approval Date: Aﬁproved March 17, 1956.
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oF
THE COURTROOM
: . OF A .
THE COURT OF APPEALS

ON
JUNE 4, 1956
AT
10 O'CLOCK

JULE W. FELTON, Chief Judge.

B. C. GARDNER, Presiding Judge. -

M. C. TOWNSEND, Associate Judge.

¥ IRA CARLISLE, Associate Judge. - ,
i JOSEPH. D. QUILLIAN, Associate Judge.
H. E, NICHOLS, Associate Judge. -

W. G ENGLAND, Clerk.

"VIORGAN THOMAS, Deputy Clerk.

I. GUICE, Shenff

RTHUR H. CODINGTON, Reporrse.

EORGE H. RICHTFR JR., ASQISTA\IT RDPORTER '

JupGE I‘DLTO\I The Court is happy to welcome you on this mo-
entous and happy occasion.. We are glad you could be present
d we appreciate your taking this time out to be here.

We shall remain seated and be led in the invocation by the_
everend Stanley Parnell, Pastor of the Inman Park Presbyte-
an Church. ‘ : -

Rev. PaRNELL: Oh, God, Thou who hast so invested unalterably
nd unchangeably in our being, Thy wisdom, power, justice and
uth, we believe that our chief end is to glorify God and td
cknowledge Him forever. Today we know that Thou art the
udge of all the earth and we know that Thou wouldst judge w ell
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and right. We know that all that God’s requirement of ma
that he live justly, that he live mercifully and that he wallk hu
bly before God. We thank Thee, cur Heavenly Father, fo
Natiaon, for our ‘;‘tate for our W‘ly of hfe f.or our form of 'rov

also to have the President of the American Bar Association but
he is in Mexico delivering an address. 1 have a letter from the
Honorable 1%, Smythe Gambrell which, with your indulgence, I
will read. '

“It has been my fond hope t,hat I mlgbt have the honor and
we dedu,atv now to Thy honor and Thy glorv We pray
every heart may be filled with Thy spmt We pr ay for Thr; ; new courﬁroom of the Court of Appeals of Georgia next: Monday,

' June 4. Unfortunately, at that time I must be in Mexico City
addressing the Colegio de Abogados, the national body of the :
and as Thou didst so cndow Moses lonv RZ0, S0 endow them it "W legal profession in the Republic of Mexico.

everything necessary to be great leaders and judges. Andam: “Please aceept from the American Bar Association and the law-
the spirit of Solomon who ruled his people with righteousness i vers in all parts of this country our warmest felicitations and
with justice and an understanding heart, and the spirit of JesusIE . 1ioratulations and our best wishes for the continued role of
Christ, fill their hearts and minds forevermore. In His name} ; hxgh public service of your tribunal. ,
pray, amen. ‘ “Yours is the House of Refuge for all such as are oppressed.
In this new chamber, armed in his native right, one man alone
may prove to be stronger than a thousand.

“You do well to make a notable event of the dedication of the
new courtroom. You dedicate not only a much needed facility,
but the spirit and the aims of law for which the couriroom serves
as an outward symbol and sanctuary. May it, time without end,

Junce Frrrow: We feel a,n;oo'casion like this woulc{' not;

of them wcre unable to attend. We are fortunatc to h&»;
the former Judges of the Courf of Appeals, also former Justicesio
the Supreme Court, and who are now Justices Emeriti o
Supreme Court, Justice Emeritus Sutton and Justice Eme
Worrill. We wish we had time to hear from each of Lhcm b
time 1s limited on account of our ecourt calendar. I Was ¢

and we hope that WJ“ be s001. e
Unfortunatelv this pregram was arranued rather hun sedl

Mr. Hovwis: To the Judges of this Court, and to all of us who

a great many of our leaders of departments of State dre abSCRUSEERGRS 1] practice here, today is a happy and glorious one, as we cele-
because of plans made before our program was made out. - We brate the opening of this magnificent new courtroom

happy, however, to have some of the Justices of the Su e o gaze about at these lovely walls, these sparkling win-
Court with us and a good many of the heads of departments Sggbes A lows, these handsome furnishings, we must congratulate those

em.ployees of State government. I want to emphasize today o “who conceived and constructed this splendid chamber. We must

“c are sorry that Govcmor Gl’lfﬁn couldn’s be Wlth us, 210L - mon Jaborers—indeed, all those whose genius and skill and effort
3 - - =

could Lieutenant-Governor Vandiver, Attouxey—(zweﬂl G . ; have ereated this edifice. 'What a happy contrast it presents to

Speaker of the Housge of Representatives Moate. We ’h?}.‘:l ho the somewhat dark and dusty room across the way, where this
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srid. In this new courtroom, they envision this Court rélegated
o-its Tightful place: & marble tower, wherefrom to hand down
rned rulings on deeds and torts, while the latter-day Machia-
1lis, considering themselves abéve the law, draiv blueprints for
“world without laws. The housing of the Court in this new
nagnificence symbolizes, I prefer to believe, a reassertion by our
,Ltatc of owr Southern conviction that hum&n liberty depends upon
e observance of law and Constitutional restraints, _cznd that
hey in turn depend upon our courts. .

Which of these opposite-courses will this \plCDd]d ‘chamber
vicholize? The answer depends upon threc groups: the Court,
he Lawyers of its Bar, and the People. The Court can be de-
ended upon to preserve our Sotuthern philosophy, s0 long as it
-has the support of its Bar. The Bar in turn can be depended
‘upon, so long as the people whom iv represents. believe in that
philosophy. Yet the People will, in their turn, look to the de-
cisions of their appellate courts for the sheping of their own
coneept of law and government and justice. A vicious cirele?—
At could be; or it could be, and let us now resolve that it shall
become, a glorious oppertunity for the three elements fo join
together, to make of this courtroom a sanctuary for the eternal
truths, a repository for honored principles, a temple of justice
where men may come with the faith and confidence that here the
law and the Constitution means today, and shall mean bomolrow
L the same thing 1t meant in days gone by. !

Yet we would be shallow and blind indeed, if we perceive
higher purpose in this ritual today than the dedication of 4 Y
pile of marble-ahd mortar and o2k, however artfully array
Our aim is rather a higher one—to dedicate this roem.
symbol of the future course of the law in this State. A-sym
ves; but what course shall it symbolize? Those who enjoy's
bolism may find here portents with very different meanings;

For more than half a century the high courts of this State
held their sessions in their allotted space in the Capitol. " To
we cclebrate the removal of this Court to a separate by
across the street. The move could be seen &5 a symbol thatit
Judiciary has been ousted from its hallowed placé in Lh heag
the government. ' ‘

No, let us rather resolve thiat it is a reafirmation of 4
aration of pewers, symbolically, by estzblishing the Court as
separate strueture across the way. Coh

That old cowrtroom must have impressed us all as a ra
dowdy, dingy place for deciding the law of the Jand. Neverthe
less, those-hzllowed cld walls, which bhave rung with the ora
of Geargis's greatest lagal minds, enshrined the accumulated
perienee and the distilled wisdom of Georgia's great judic«i-
Today, we have left that old chamber, There are those wh
think that the movs Letokens an abandomment of ancient p
ciples, of old ftraditions, of established precedents whic
consider outmoded. Let us rather trust that this is
physical transplantation, that the consecrated atmosphe
that old courtroom has been transferred into this chambe
changed. Let us delermine that those ancient principles !
precedents shall here find a new sanctnary—that bere, sin ot
b'rio‘lf and airy room, a greater radiance may shine upon i
that such dusf, and cobwebs as they may have gathered sha.
cleansed s Wav and that their eternal forms shall here shine forth
more elearly and eleanly revealed than ever before.

‘_Fo_-r too long, the philosophy has grown unchecked, like &
cer within the American body, that the Judiciary is a modera
useful instrument for settling land-lines and for deciding
owes whom for a seraped fender, Lut. that, questions of pol
puncmle and fundamental justice had best be left to the dr
ers, the s social r)lanm,r» the would-be architects of tlm bray

Jupee Frrrox: Thank you, Mr. I-Io_llis. It is my pleasure 'nex'it
o present the Speaker Pra Tem. of the House of Représentatives,
Honorable Harold Willingham, whoe will now, zpeak for the House
01 Representatives. )

Mz Wirnivenam: Mr. Chief Judge Felton, Judges of the Court
of Appeals, distinguished guests here this morning, thisis indeed a
appy occasion for the State of Georgia. Ivis g great and happy
‘Oceasion, a great day for Georgia. This judicial building, this
Jew building, taking its place in our rapidly increasing program
ver here will be a source of pride for every Georgian.to come up
and see the. seat of its government with this fine new building
Which I think is the greatest of all of these buﬂdm s, thlq Jagt one
which we. are here dedicating today.
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ourt 2ud our Court of Appeals because the quarters have long

this morning. It certainly is a beautiful and magnificent, ‘ cen such that they should have been replaced many years ago.
ture, indicating the sovereignty of our great State of Geore/ NSRRI T a0 sure as time goes on every Georgian will be proud of these

When everybody comes from the hinterland and all of ¢y
hundred and fifty-nine counties of Georgia they can be prop 1y
proud of this building and of this courtroom and of this express the regrets of the distinguished Lieutenant-Governor of
structure. Our government is divided into three branches : our State and presiding officer of our Senate on his not being
all lmow. We are constantly reminded that in Georgia we 138 o SENNEIFEE o hlc to be here and it is a very distinct pleasure for me to repre-
that the Exccutive; Judicial and Legislative are the three sep e
branches of our government. Qur checks snd ]Jal&llt,ts
established by our forefathers. The Judiciary never befor
a building in Georgia. It iz a fine day when we edn givé

pew buildings and particularly the Judicial Building.
As a member of the General Assembly I would like first to

sent bim in my feeble way this morning. In the twenty years it
E has been my privilege and pleasure to be & member of the State
Senate there has never onee been a time when T heard where the
Judiciary had endeavored to encroach on the prerogatives of the

them. The Legislature passed the appropriate legislation¥a SRR (:c1icy Assembly. T think that is, of course, as it should be.
made it possible and the cxccutive branch followed throughZanRENEEEE 1\ onlyv hope is that as time goes on in Georgia that ¥ will
implemented that legislative action and provided an officcian EEEERE: |\ vs he us it has been and they will be entively separate. As
couriroom for the housing of this high court of our State. Hi e vou gentlemen carry out your span of time on this eourt and

I 3 K 7 M T ; . .
ever, the good goes with the bad. We are going to missiyouses others follow you, T hope, and I am sure that all Georgians and
judges over at our legislative sessions. Your offices have adjoincdfe i Americans hope, that there will always be carricd out in this

= N o VR y X&) : : $
the House and Senate and we always looked on you more court the moito which hangs over the heads of these gentlemen:
as members as we saw you as much as we saw the other mem: “Upon the integrity, wisdom and m&ependcm.e of the judiciary
But if we want to see you now we will know where to find deperd the sacred rights of free men,” and that we in Georgia
SUT sl the ne { everv 3 1 . , N
I am sure I speak the sentiments of every member of the He will always carry oub and see that there will be an independence
of Representatives and the former members of the Hous of the court separate fram the other branches of our government.
SR L Ivras g1el T Q Qo TV o : - . ~
Representatives and the Senators and every member of Lhe’ In representing the members of the Senate I congratulate you on
: . -, ' Bfe oot latin R - iy
lative branch of our government when I say, “Congratulatio your new home and as time gces on may it carry out everything
you. We are happy for you in your new quarters and L7 it that it is intended to do and I am sure it will with you gentlemen
proud for you and are looking for you to stay here from now CILyss and those who follow you in years to come.

Jupax Ferron: Thank vou, Mr. Millican,

It certainly is most fitting in this ceremony toda*' t0 have with
15 the next speaker on this program. It would not do to have
this ceremony without him because it was under his administra-
tion that the erection of these beautiful buildings was conceived,
authorized and actually begun, and we are delighted to have with
18 this morning former Governor Herman Talmadge.

to present next the President Pro Tem. of the Senate, Hono
Everett Millican, who will represent the Senate. /

Sexaror Mizircan; Distinguished Chief Judge Tclton
other distinguished members of the Court of Appeals,
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasur
lavman to be here this morning for the dedication.of this
tiful edifice which is long overdue in the annals of cur Stat
me it adds one more point where we can be proud of b
Georgian. Many of us in the past have not been proud w
pointed out to visitors and friends the location of our St

oh

Goverxor Tarmanes: Chief Judge Felton, eminent jurists of
 the Court of Appeals of Georgia, and distinguished guests:

- Thank you for doing me the honor of permitting my partici-
Pation in these ceremcnies dedicating the new quarters of the
Court of Appeals of Georgia.
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It is a source.of great satisfaction to me to know that it,
during my administration as Governor that work was begun’ (&
this magnificent edifice which stands as a monument to t}e Y
ministration of justice in Georgia, And I share the pride ok
Georgians in the fzet that we now have, at long last, realize :
ambition of providing for our State eourts modern judieial T
ties which are without equal in the nation.

Cl}ecrgiaf is fortunate indeed to have a Court of Appeals ¢
posed of learned men of outstanding ability and unimpeach
character who command the respect of all citizens. The impa
-administration of justice according to the strict letter of the
by this Court stands in sharp contrast with the attempté we ]
seen on the national ievel to change the law to fit the ever-ch
ing political and scciological notions of the judges called upo
interpret it. '

I congratulate the Court of Appeals of Georgia and yo
able judges who it upon its beneh, for the illustrious chapter
have written in the history of American jurisprudence. I
confident that so long as we have courts and judges of your
ber that there 1s & bright hope that this nation will never see
dark hour when its people can np longer leok to the courts’
protect ther inalienable right to manage their own personal af
without interference or dictation.
. I'thank you.

. Jupge FenroN: Thank you, Governor Talmadge.
. Next it is my pleasure to present the Honorable Ben Fo
Secretary of State of Cleorgia, who will represent the Exe
Department. :

© Mr. Forrson: Chief Judge Felton and members of the !
of Appeuals and guests, T represent here today the Executiv
partmens of the State Governnic:nt, an independent partn
with you, the Judicial, and the General Assembly. I '
to be here this morning, happy to represent ‘the Governo
Lieutenant-Governor and the other elected Constitutiond
‘cers who could not be present. . I am here also because I
wanted to take part in a dedication of this type, & dedic
of 5 building that has been the result of vision, of sucrifil
‘understanding of the need of this court and our higher Cot
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the need of the people of Georgia. People need a shrine to wor-
chip, to worship truth, justiee, integrity and righteousness. The
people of Georgia are proud of their government, proud of the
Judiciary, and 1 hope I will be pardoned when 1 say that in this
dedieation I am speaking of each one of you.as individuals for,
after all, the individual in his own thinking, in his own emotion
and his own mind and character formulates the law as it finally
reculte, knowing each of you personally, the type of men you
are, T congratulate You that you have here &’ proper home at last
for this fine court and 2 home that is something where sacrifice
and love make it a home and it is a home for the people of the
State when they apply for justice, for their protéctioﬁ and their
rights, for their lives and their honor, and i your hands it is
well taken care of, for I know each of you personally, and on

behalf of the Executive Department who knows you too, we

congratulate you and know full well that justice is in good hands.

In conclusion, I make no apology for saying this, for a home
to be on solid foundation, and may this ever be, following the
words of Isaiah the Prophet, “But they that wait upen the Lozd
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and
not faint.”

And now may the future for each of you and all of you be a
greatv ong in this great State that we all love, I thank you.

Jupes TerTox: Thank you, Mr. Fortson. I eannot resist this
opportunity to express on behalf of the Court, each individual
member of the Court, our sinecere thanks and appreciation to all
who are responsible for this wonderful courtroom and this won-
derful building: the Building Authority, the Legislature, Chict
Executive and cverybody wheo had zny influence toward bringing
it about. The Building Authority is composed of the Governor as
Chairman, the original chairman, of cowse, was Governor Her-
man Talmadge, who was succeeded by Governor Griffin. The
other members of the Building Authority are Honorable W. H.
Duckworth, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Eugene Coak,
Attorney-General of Georgia, Honorable Ernest Vandiver, Licu-
tenant-Governor, and the State Auditor, Mr. B. . Th rashér. We
wish to especially recognize the untiring efforts-of Mr. Thrasher.
The carrying of the burden of building, the planning and detail



DEDICATION. [93 & App-] DEDICATION.

knowledge that this beautiful building now dedicated to justice
and bumanity 1s an example of our abundant way of Iife, typical
of the way we live and the things we have in our way of living.
We thank Thee for our country and what it bas meant to mil-
lions and for what it means today and for the people who try
to preserve liberty, justice and freedom. Let Thy benediction
rest upen this Court and upon all who are assembled here this
nmning. We need Thy love for these judges and ourselves
and we thank Thee for this building which shall stand in stately
splendor while these judges come to preside. We thank Thee
for these men who have the confidence and respect of their fellow

which he so cheerfully bore, almost assumed the proportions
a miracle. It is especlally befitiing that we properly acknon
cdge our debt of gratitude to him whom we all love, appre
and admire. We express our gratitude to our employees
nected with the Court of Appeals, whe did most of the wq
in helping us move from the Capitol aver to this builfli:.irr ‘
do not have time to say what I would like to say and tell v
what Wonamml "'CU]‘!I(’ they are but I hope nhz&t after le oot
mony is over you will take a Jittle time cut to visit the varl
offices of the Clerk and the Judges and the Sheriff of the Coy

of Appeals and meet our employees and see for yourselves w

wonderful people they are. .
This is the first time in the history of Georgia that the C

of Appeals has had its own ccurtrocm and adequate quart

and facilities necessary for its proper function. We are thankfy

that we as individuals are among the fortuitous benefi

this sp-cnd d plar-c trst

he

mortar and men’s Lechmcal mgenulty are bug- a mocicery Wit
the wenlth of soul and mind and spiris which the true zdmin
tration of justice among men requires and we know that
cannot acquire or possess the ncecssary atiributes of charse
and wisdom through human resources alone. Only an adequa
conception of civine and almighty God can supply that ue
and to that end we solicit ¥our prayers. And vet, we need
more than your prayers. As we are human, we need help &
from human In our humble cfforts we often find:
burdens heavy to bear. To do our job, handicapped at tim
our acknowledged limitations, we need the touch of {xel
hands and the sound of voices filled with confidence and £
We give you a renewed pledge of dedication of ourselves
supreme effort to bring to living fruition our noblest concep
of the functions of the court which you have so graciou
trusted to our care. :

We shall next be led in the dedicatory prayer, by m" 2
erend Pierce Harris, Pastor of the Tirst Methodist C Chureh
Atlanta, after which the court will stand in recess f(}x ten
utes. "

Rov,

BOurces.

Harris: Almighiy God, our Heavenly Father,

<hat high standard ma;
this way will recognize. that justice has neither creed nor color

that have been paid to faithful citizens.

men and we pray that, &s the years and centurics come and go,
not pe lowered and that all who pass

34
war condition and is not all things to all men but is the same
thing to all men, regardless of rank or station. Let us always
remember that justice cannot have its way except that men are
We thank Thee for this dedication and for the tributes
Let Thy benediction
be upon these men who are here. May they have the benefit
of Thy high justice. Undergird them with Thy strong arm and
let them always be mindful of the fact that they are representa-
tives of truth, right and justice and human dignity. In Christ's
name we pray, amen.

just.



