® @lourt of Appeals

February 1, 1996

RESOLUTIONS AND LETTERS OF SUPPORT
FOR ADDITION OF FOUR JUDGES
TO COURT OF APPEALS

l. Letter, on behalf of the Council of Superior Court Judges, from
Chief Judge H. Arthur Mclane of Valdosta, Pr351dent January 30,
1996.

2. Letter, on behalf of the Council of State Court Judges, from
Chief Judge Kathlene F. Gosselin of Gainesville, President, January
12, 1996.

3. Letter, on behalf of the Council of Juvenile Court Judges, from
Judge George J. Hearn III of Monroe, President, January 26, 1996.

4. Resolutioh of the Council of Probate Court Judges, signed by
OJudge LaVerne C. Ogletree of Greensboro, President, January 18,
1996. : ‘

5. Resolutlon of the Council of Magistrate Court Judges, signed by
- Judge Dan F. Pierce of Monroe, January 19, 1996.

6. Letter, on behalf of the State Bar of Georgia, from Robert W.
.Chasteen, Jr. of Fitzgerald, President, January 11, 1996.

7. Resolution of the Younger Lawyers Section of the State Bar of
Georgia, signed by Nolie J. Motes, Esq., of Gainesville, Pre51dent
January 5, 1996, and accompanying letter.

8. Joint Resolution, received January 19, 1996, of:
Atlanta Bar Association, signed by C. Wilson DuBose, Esq.,

President;

Clayton County Bar Association, signed by Hon. Linda S. Cowen,
. President;

DeKalb Bar Association, signed by Michael M. Sheffield, Esqg.,

President;

Gate City Bar Association, signed by Patrise M. Perkins-
Hooker, Esg., President;

Gwinnett County Bar Association, signed by Kathryn McCart
Schrader, Esq., President; ‘
North Fulton Bar Association, signed by Wayne T. Elliott,
Esg., President;’

South Fulton Bar Association, signed by Barbara G. Moon, Esg.,
President.
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Council of Superior Court Judges of Georgia

Suite 108, 18 Capitol Square, Atlania, Georgia 30334
(404) 656-4901  Fax 651-K626

January 30, 1996

Honorable Dorothy Toth Beasley
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals
State of Georgia

Atlanta, Ga 30334

RE: FExpansion of Court of Appéals
Dear Judge Beasley:

Thank you agaln for presenting the needs for expansion of
Lhe Court of Appecals at our October Execullve Committec meeting
in valdosta. I belfieve that our Judges had a much clearer
picture of the critical need for enlargement of the resources of
the CourL of Appeals. The judges were given the opportunity to
congider:and discuss thls problem untll the December meeting.

T am very happy to inform you that, wn[]e no formal

‘resolutlon was preparced, there was, at our meeting which was held

December .7, a unanimous endorsement for the concept of increasing
the Court of Appeals by four judges. '

Should you and the other members of the Court decide that
Some other approach should be taken, we hope that you will feel
free to discuss it ‘'with us and give us an opportunity Lo support
that alternative approach. '

11 you need to discuss this further, or Lf we can help you
in any way, please contact me. '

Sincerely yours,
72 s
H. Arthur McLane

President, Council of
Superior»Court Judges

HAMe: by

xe: e Johin SGOrnardaan
Jurdgo UJeoega Nunn
M. Molly Focry
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KATHLENE F. GOSSELIN. JUDGE
P. 0. BOX 737 (404) 531-7007
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA 30503

January 12, 1996

The Hon. Dorothy Beasley
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals
403 State Judicial Building
Atlanta, GA. 30334

Dear Judge Beasley:

'- — The Executive Committee of the Council of State Court Judges has
unanimously voted to support the Court of Appeals request for four additional
judges. We are aware of the extraordinarily heavy workload of the Court of
Appeals, especially in comparison to other states, and it is time for you to have
some relief.

Please feel free to use our support in any way that will prove beneficial
and if there is anything else that we can do, let me know.

Sincerely youmW/

. - thlene F. Gosselin
President, Council of State Court
Judges

cc: Members of the Executive Committee



Judge George J. Heamn, 1L, President OF GEORGIA Judge Sanford Jones, Vice President
Judge Ronald H. Rentz, J; d. Past Presid : Judge AJ. Welch, Secretary
Judge Stephen E. Franzen, President-Elect Judge CIiff L. Jolliff, Treasurer

Eric J. John, Executive Director
January 26, 1996

Honorable Tom Murphy
332 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Speaker Murphy:

As President of the Council of Juvenile Court Judges, I would like to express the Council's
enthusiastic support of the Georgia Court of Appeals' legislative request to increase its body by
one three-judge panel and one administrative judge.

‘The Court of Appeals provides a valuable and essential function for the State of Georgia
as the intermediate court of review. The Court's primary function is to correct errors of the trial
courts of this state through the writing of legal opinions. The written opinions of the judges-
provide guidance to all of the trial courts and lawyers of this state and require a significant amount

+ of time for research, preparation, discussion, and reflection.

For the last 35 years, the Court of Appeals' membership has remained at nine judges while . .

) its caseload has increased dramatically. According to figures compiled by the Administrative

Office of the Courts, the number of signed opinions per judge is higher in the Georgia Court of
Appeals than in any other intermediate appellate court in the country. The ability of the Court of
Appeals to adequately and timely carry out its role of review instills public confidence in the
fairness and redress of the judiciary of this state.

It is for these reasons, that the Council of Juvenile Court Judges wholeheartedly supports
the Court of Appeals' efforts to increase its membership.

Sincerely,
George J. Hearn, 111
GJH:bb

cc: Members, Executive Committee, Council of Juvenile Court Judges

/7‘0”'0*’4/9 (e Do.’o%y 7 &"J’"”;‘
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230 PEACHTREE STREET, N.W. « SUITE 1625 - ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 « (404) 657-5020 « FAX: (404) 657-5038



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, THE COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA, has proposed
to the General Assembly of Georgia an amendment to §15-3-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia relating to the composition and division of the Court so as

o increase its_membership_from nine to thirteen-judges and-increase-the
number of divisions from three to four; and T

WHEREAS, the membership of the Court has not been increased since 1961
and since that time increases in population and the numbers of trial court
judges and caseload from which appeals ultimately come to the Court either
directly or through application have had a dramatic impact upon the workload
of the Court; and '

WHEREAS, comparative figures collected by the National Center for State
Courts indicate that judges of the Court of Appeals of Georgia have the
highést rate of signed opinions per judge in the nation; and

WHEREAS, these factors are subject to further increase which may adversely
effect the Courts effectiveness at addressing justice in a timely and efficient
manner.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Executive Committee
of the Council of Probate Court Judges of Georgia on behalf of the Council
commend to the General Assembly of Georgia the proposal of the Court of
Appeals of Georgia and endorse any efforts which may be taken by the
General Assembly to bring about the adoption of said proposal.

Adopted by the Executive Committee of the Council of Probate Court Judges.
of Georgia Thursday, January 18, 1996.

Judge LaVerne C. Oglétree,
President




COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATE COURT JUDGES

President : Secretory
#;g:"%;: u:ly Piorce Judge Alec Glenn Dorsey
Wilcox Counly
Presldonl-Elncl i ) Tiessurer
Judge Kolly . Burko 7 N
Houston County Judgg::::::‘ z.n%:‘;
151 VIc . .
J;S:d:;,::c:’g.css:ﬂ‘rgium " ) Post Office Box 1188 Immadiste Past Preoldent
dudge 0. Monroe, Georgia 30655-1188 s Couny

(404) 267-1349
Fax: (404) 267-1417

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ADDITION OF JUDGES
TO THE GEORGIA COURT OF APPEALS

BY THE COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATE COURT JUDGES
WHEREAS the. Georgia Court of Appeals provides an invaluable and

necessary function for the State of Georgia as the
intermediate court of review;

T WHEREAS - the-primary—function of-the Court-is to_correct errors of
the trial courts of this state, and the manner in which the
appellate- judges of the Court carry out this role is in the
consideration of matters presented to them and in the writing
of legal opinions for the disposition of cases and the
establishment of precedence;

WHEREAS the written opinions of the judges, in addition to being
of direct benefit to litigants of a particular appeal, provide
guidance to the trial courts and lawyers of this state, and,
therefore, require an adeqguate period of time to be
thoughtfully researched, prepared, reflected upon, discussed
among colleagues and composed;

WHEREAS the ability of the Court to adequately and timely carry out
jts role of review instills public confidence in the fairness
and redress of the judiciary of this state;

WHEREAS the judges also must perform public roles and handle
internal administrative matters, both of which require time
diverted from their primary function:

WHEREAS the Court has presented compelling,. succinct, and objective
evidence of dramatic increases in the persons and agencies it
deals with, and comparatively, of a caseload far exceeding the
numbers of all other states, regionally and nationally:

WHEREAS it has been 35 years since there has been an increase in
the ngmber of judges on the Court and 17 years since the
Generdl Assembly has provided relief from the Court’s ever-
burgeoning caseload by enacting legislation providing for
discretionary review: and

WHEREAS the Court has presented for consideration to the General
Assembly in the Second Session of its 1995-1996 Term a well-
reasoned and clearly necessary request for relief in the' form
of one additional three-judge panel and one judge to act as
Chief Administrative Judge with a reduced caseload.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATE COURT
JUDGES, that the Council wholeheartedly supports the Georgia
Court of Appeals in its effort to increase its body by the
addition of one three-judge panel and one administrative

Jjudge.

..%,THIS January 19, @w
) ;%é A K

Judge Dan F. Pierce, President

Council of Magistrate Court Judges, Inc.
Walton County Magistrate Court

111 ‘East Spring Street, P.O. Box 1188
Monroe, Georgia 30655

Cxecunvi: Commirree

Jucgo Chueryl Barclay Judye Wiliam 4. “Jeiry” Day Judge Juseph lanndzzone Judyre Victor D Reynnlds
Judgo Ted &, Barnut Juitges Matic A Duviborry Judye Ronold 2, Jayson Judge Jamces F, Tdnble
Jugge RIta 1., Cavanaugh Juigo Glendo Nowling Judge Kay U. Lancaaler Judye Johnny W, Wanen

dugae Juanits Childios Jwipa Mclinda A Flalcher Jwntyo Nick J. Lazares Judga Burell Whiltemwora
: 17 Cachim 1 et Senins [V Garlane! Sy Ttosa L oo Mearlin Justye £ Dacal Wins!



STATE BAR o | W Robert W. Chasteen, Jr.
(\\ O F GEO R G l A , 1995-96 President

S

. January 11, 199¢

Mr. Mark Cohen
Governor's Office

State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334-0900

RE: Court of Appeals Legislation - -

~ State Bar tor proposed legislation to increase the size of the
Court of Appeals from 9 to 13 judges. 1In accordance with our
procedure, the legislation was referred to the Advisory Committee
on Legislation.

At our mid-year meeting this past week, the Advisory Commit-
tee on Legislation approved a resolution Supporting this legisla-

e tion: The resolution Supporting this legislation .was also
{ ; approved by the Board of Governors of the State Bar on Saturday,
S January 6, 1996. ; >

The State Bar recognizes that the Court of Appeals operates
under a heavy case load and should be given additional support.
We appreciate the opportunity to have lnput into these matters
and I am glad that we are able to endorse legislation that will
give the Court of Appeals needed help.

If I can be of further assistance or if you need any addi-
tional information concerning this, please let me know.,

Yours very trul

Robert W. Chasteen,. Jr

RWC/1s

Cc: Honorable Dorothy Toth Beasley
Mr. Richard T. deMayo
Mr. Thomas Boller
Mr. Cliff Brashier

1/11/3

N . .

315 South Main Street ® Post Office Box 408 ™ Fitzgerald, Georgia 31750 = (9]2) 423-4335 ®m FAX (Q12) 423-5742
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() YOUNGER LAWYERS

STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

January 29, 1996

Honorable Zell Miller
Governor '
State Capitol

- Atlanta, GA 30334

RE:  Resolufion in support of expanding the size of the Court of Appeals in Georgia

Dear Governor Miller:

I am President of the Younger Lawyers’ Section of the State Bar of Georgia. The
Younger Lawyers Section is comprised of approximately 8,000 attorneys, a little less than
half of the actively practicing attorneys in Georgia.

The Younger Lawyers Section met on January 5, 1996 and voted unanimously to support
- the Court of Appeals in its endeavors to increase its size from 9 to 13 members. Enclosed is the
T resolutioh approved by the Younger Lawyers Section. It is my understanding that you already
‘ J have be;éq;provided with a detailed history of the Georgia Court of Appeals that thoroughly
. éxplains_';-lw{uihy the increase in size is so desperately needed.

Your favorable consideration of increasing the size of the Court of Appeals will be
greatly appreciated. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give me a call.

I'remain,
Very truly yours, ‘
ﬂo(/& (9 M()Zﬁ//k/
Nolie J. Motes '

President, Younger Lawyers Section

cc: Chief Judge Dorothy T. Beasley ("
Court of Appeals

OL///JO wend - Hoewe /M Jud.{ucwaa)
__ppropushors Chowr ; L. ened W

Working for the Profession and the Public
800 The Hurt Building » 50 Hurt Plaza s Atlarita, Georgia 30303 ¢ (404) 527-8700
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- YOUNGER LAWYERS

STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

RESOLUTION TO EXPAND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA

WHEREAS, assurance that the decisions of the trial courts of Georgia are legally correcf is
essential to the rule of law; '

WHEREAS, appellate courts provide such assurance;

WHEREAS, the Court of Appeals of Georgia like most intermediate state
appellate courts, handles most of the volume of the state’s appellate caseload;

WHEREAS, it is therefore essential to the stability and reliability of Georgia’s courts that the
+ Court of Appeals of Georgia have adequate resources;

. WHEREAS, the Court of Appeals of Georgia has consisted of nine judges since 1961;

Lo

t/ /f WH EREA’S:.,'-_ the number of Georgia trial court judges whose decisions must be reviewed has
- increased gﬁ}ﬁstan_ﬁally since 1961;

WHEREAS, the population and economy of Georgia have expanded rapidly since 1961, and this
- growth has brought with it additional litigation;

WHEREAS, in 1993, the most recent year for which figures are available, the judges of the Court
of Appeals of Georgia handed down 278 signed opinions per judge, more than any other state
appellate court in the United States—and more than double the 137 opinions handed down in that
year by California, the next nearest state;

WHEREAS, the caseload of the Court of Appeals of Georgié greatly exceeds the size
recommended by scholars who have studied the operation of such institutions;

. WHEREAS, the members of the Court of Appeals of Georgia have voted to recommend an
increase in their number to 13 judges and to that end have voted to recommend passage of the
attached proposed legislation;

NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby known that the Younger Lawyers Section of the State Bar of

Georgia endorses the attached proposed legislation and urges the House of Representatives and
Senate of the State of Georgia to enact that proposed legislation into law.

N This 5th day of January, 1996. W } . /‘%

Nolie ]J. Motes, President

Working for the Profession and the Public
800 The Hurt Building ® 50 Hurt Plaza s Atlanta. Georgia 30302 e 4na\ cn7 67nn



Joint Resolution

of

Atlanta Bar Association, Inc.,
Clayton County Bar Association, Inc.,

DeKalb Bar Association, Inc.,

Gate City Bar Association,
Gwinnett County Bar Association, Inc.,
. North Fulton Bar Association, Inc.
: and
South Fulton Bar Association

' Supporting Legislationnfo
Expand the Membership of the Court of Appeals of Georgia

WHEREAS, assurance that the decisions of the trial courts of
Georgia are legally correct is essential to the rule of law;

WHEREAS, appellate courts provide such assurance;

WHEREAS, it is therefore essential to the stability and relfability
of Georgia's courts that the Court of Appeals of Georgia have
adequate resources;

WHEREAS, the Court of Appeals of Georgia has consisted of
nine judges since 1961;

WHEREAS, the number of Georgia trial court judges whose
decisions must be reviewed has increased substantially since 1961;

WHEREAS, the population and economy of Georgia have
expanded rapidly since 1961, and this growth has brought with it
additional litigation;

WHEREAS, in 1993, the most recent year for which figures are
available, the judges of the Court of Appeals of Georgia handed down
278 signed opinions per judge, more than any other state appellate
court in the United States -- and more than double the 137 opinions
handed down in that year by California, the next nearest state;

WHEREAS, the caseload of the Court of Appeals of Georgia
greatly exceeds the size recommended by scholars who have studied
the operation of such institutions;



WHEREAS, the-members-of the Coiirt of Appeals of Georgia
have voted to recommend an increase in their iumber to 13 Judges
and to that end have voted to recommend passage of the appropriate
legislation in that regard:

NOW THEREFORE, be it'hereby known that the Atlanta Bar
Association, Inc., Clayton County Bar Association, Inc.;, DeKalb Bar
Association, Inc., Gate City Bar Association, Gwinnett County Bar
Association, Inc., North Fulton Bar Association, Inc. and South Fulton
Bar Association endorse legislation to increase the number of judges
on the Court of Appeals and urge the members of the House of
Representatives and Senate of the State of Georgia to enact
appropriate legislation in that regard.

Yot B pomian e,
. /2 — /[ '
* " C: WifSon DuBose, President

Clayton -Couniy Bar Association, Inc.

7 A

~ Hon.:Linda S. Cowen, President

DeKalb Bar Association, Inc.

Y rchod s ‘Sl\%,zj

Michael M. Sheffield, President

'Gate City Bar Association

Q@%«%»—M

Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, President

Giwinpett County ﬁ; Association; Inc.
| Mzm'{' &/1//1—

/Kathryn McCart Schfader, President

North Fulton Bar Association, Inc.

\/‘ W? W

Wayne 7. Elliott, President

South Fulton Bar Association
’ y
[ tthoe &, Mg

"Barbara G. Moori, President
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COBB COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.

Supenor Court Building + Suite 601 * Marietta, Georgia 30061
(404) 424-7149

'eddenb—HansemL.aiap)Snﬂﬁ

RESOLUTION
of
COBB COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.

Executive Secretary — Simone Estroff

—— ——— —S8upporting Legislation-to—— — — — —
Expand the Membership of the Court of Appeals of Georgia

. WHEREAS, assurance that the decisions of the trial courts of Georgia are

1egally correct is essential to the rule of law;

- WHERERS, appellate courts provide such assurance;

. WHEREAS, the Court of RAppeals of Georgia, like most intermediate state
appellate courts, handles most of the volume of the state’s appellate caseload;

! WHEREAS, it is therefore essential to the etability and reliability of
Geordia’s courts that the Court of Appeals of Georgia have adeguate resources;

S 19615

J ;‘WHEREAS,che Court of Appeals of Georgia has consisted of nine judges since

:,WHEREAS, the number of Georgia trial court judges whose decisions must be

reviéwed hasg increaszsed substantially since 1961;

' WHEREAS, the population and economy of Georgia have expanded rapidly since

1961, and this growth has brought with it additional litigation;

. WHEREAS, in 1993, the most recent year for which figures are ava:.lable, the
judges of the Court of Appeals of Ceorgia handed down 278 signed opinions per
Judge; more than any other state appellate court in the United States -- and more
than double the 137 opinions handed down in that year by California, the next

nearest state,

WHERBAS, the caseload of the Court of Appeals of Georgia greatly exceeds
the lee recommended by scholars who have studied the operation of such

inst;tutxons,

. WBEREAS, the members of the Court of Appeals of Georgia have voted to
recommend an increase in their number to 13 judges and to that end have voted to

recommend passage of the attached proposed legislation;

NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby known that the Cobb County Bar Association,
Inc., endorse the attached proposed legislation and urge the members of the House
of Representatives and Senate of the State of Georgia to enact that proposed

legislation 1nto law.

This [___ day of ¢ 1996,

; } COBBE CQUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.
\’\/“'/I rt—
} By: y

EANSELL L. SMITH, President




“—" Clifford A. Sticher
Chief Assistant District Attorney

Robert E. Keller

District Attorney

February 5, 1996

RandyE. Cobb
Chief Investigator

The Honorable Dorothy Toth Beasley
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals
State of Georgia

433 State Judicial Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Chief Judge Beasley: 2

Thank you for the information you sent me regarding
the assessment paper for additional judges needed by the
Court of Appeals of Georgia.

As you 'already know, the District Attorneys’
Association of Georgia unanimously endorses the
legislative proposal to add four additional judges for

the Court of Appeals of Georgia. Letters were sent-—to——— -

Governor Miller, Lt. Governor Howard and Speaker of the
House Murphy urging these additional judges. I
personally spoke to Representative Bill Lee and requested
his support.

Based on what I have read in the Fulton Daily
Report, I realize that it is going to be a difficult task
to accomplish your goal. However, I want to commend your
approach to this issue and feel that you will ultimately
succeed in expanding the Court. We as District Attorneys
recognize the critical need for additional judges and
will continue to support your efforts in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

obert E. Keller
District Attorney

REK/bf

cc: Tim Madison, President

Vpoge ot i

Clayton County Courthouse ® Jonesboro, GA 30236 (404) 477-3450
FAX # (404) 477-4577



