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RICHARD B. RUSSELL served on the Georgia Court of Appeals 1907-1916 and
on the Georgia Supreme Court 1922-1938. He was Chief Judge of the
Appeals Court and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. He was born in
Cobb County} Georgia, near Marietta, April 27, 1861, and died December
3, 1938. :

At age 18 he was graduated from the University of Georgia and the
following year from the Law Department of this university. He served on
the Board of Trustees, for 13 years as Chairman of the Board. He was
admitted to the Bar in 1880.

He married Minnie L. Tyler of Barnesville, Georgia, who died three
years later. Three children were born, but none survived infancy. On
June 24, 1891, he married Ina Dilliard of Oglethorpe County, Georgia.
Fifteen children were born of this union. See the memorial dated
September 5, 1939, in 188 Georgia Reports, pages 869-895 for details.
One of his sons became Governor and later a U. S. Senator; another a
Presbyterian minister; and a daughter married a U. S. Congressman.

At age 21 he was elected to the Georgia Legislature, served six years,
and authored bills establishing the Athens public schools and the
Georgia State College for Women; elected Solicitor-General and later
Judge of the Western Circuit; was one of the first three judges elected
to the Georgia Court of Appeals. He is the only Judge elected to head
both courts. While-on.the: Court. of Appeals:he.would study.and leave
many important. cases on.his.desk. until' the final ten days of .the

He would then begin dictating to relays of stenographers over 20 hours
each day, then sleep on the couch in his office three to four hours,
and then go on again. While on the court he made an unsuccessful race
for Governor. Among other words of praise some have called him "a fine
companion, a devoted husband and father, an orator of surpassing
eloquence, a superb scholar in both law and literature." He possessed
"erudition, acumen for technical skill. ..A passion for justice made
him an ideal Judge."



IN MEMORIAM
‘SupreME Gounr oF Grorera, SEPTEMBIR 5, 1939,
CHIEF JUSTICE RICHARD BREVARD RUSSELL.
RerorT OF THE.GOMMI.TTEE.

May it please Your Honois:

"The plirase “Died in the harress” and similar plirases in popular-and in
classic speech carry connctations: of a feeling tliat is instirié‘f;ix’m in gt
men. In the¢ heart gnd niind of almost’ every one-there s o, hope that his
usefulness shall not end before the days of }ns life end. There is pride;
as well g8 hope, in-the thought:

In Second Maceabees we find: the author saying, “N11<anor Tay dead ‘in
his harmgss:” Neil Lyons; the South Affi¢an writer; in his poeth, “Drins,”™
does homarre to Ned ‘one of lis chardcters, saying: ‘

_“Hevs called, ‘he’s . Killed. ‘ _
Him and his-druny lies in thé rain, liés whera they -stood
When they ‘was stilled.”

) _‘chbeth‘, when ‘he saw his doom ‘approacliinig; 45 Birtiam Wood -came to
Dunsinane, met his fate with the prideful ery: :

“Blow wind! Comie ‘wraek!
At least we'll die with, Harndss on. our: back.”

The thought ds<in Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Regquiem,” now the eplb&ph
on lis tomb:
“Home is the sailor, home from -the sea,
“And' the huiiter home -froni the hill.”

When ‘on Deceniber 4, 1938, it became-known that on the _day before the
mea,t sand beloved Chle’f Justice -of Gémnla had Spent the ddY nt ‘the

had cleiu‘ed hig des_I\ of’ all cases then ‘to be decided, had gone home,‘ ﬂ,nd_

‘as. if .meérely resting from 4 day’s work, had lain dowi upomn hjs bed and
-quietly passed away ‘into the sleep of death, the grief of his-friends was
‘tinged with, pride in the thought. thit e liad died, s He would hke to

have died—in the: hainess..

As he ]n,y in state,.
“He lay like a warrio taking lifs rest. "

The i‘)itide that thie members of this committee. feel ' in havipg ‘heen

selected to present this memorial is ovérsiadowéd by thie feeling that in
none of us nor in all’ of u§ is there-the skill and competency to pay ale-

“qu;_i-f;e #ribute to him whom we are this' day called upon to. memorialize.
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Richard Brevard Russell Was an extraordinary person and led gy
cxtz:_aordinzu';.r life.  We may be able to cdmmit to writing some of hig
a:;-lueven'm;nts ‘wTu:(%.h give testimony to hig greatuess, bui there was iy
1'1.un and in his life n vustness that. evadés definition .and defeats delines.
won--vastness of heart, and of mind and of persenality,

Upon the appdintment. of this eotmuitiee, the chairman Wrote each mem.
her and asked for suggestions; and the veplics were unusually numerqy
Uyion thess suggostions, this repory is written. -

Tlle_‘subjcc\'; ox: this memorial was born in Cobb County, Georgia, nens
the Ciiy of Marietta, on April 27, 1861, T7is futlior was William J, and
hiz mother Rebeeea Harriet Russell; his motlier being a momber of 4,
Brumby faanily so prominent in that section of the Stafe,

When he wag eighteen years old Jie was gradugted froni the Unj érsity
of Georgin wigh the degrees of AB. and B.Ph The next yenr g \\'{;s
graduated from the law departmsnt of the same school. Thronghout ¢
rest of hiz life he was devoted to kis Alina Mater. Mo wag o membar 01
the Board of Trustees of that institution, with the exceplion of a eom-
paratively short interval, from the time he was twenty-six years old il
after Tio was severty., Prom 1920 {0 1523 he wag Chairman of the I}o“ard‘.
In one of his opinions { Regents of the University System v. Trust Cg.,
188; G, 498) he refers to - lorg and streng aflection for the Univcrsity:/

Three colloges Lionored him with the degree of LL.D.; the University of
Georgia in 1924, Oglethorpe University in 1929; the Atlanta Law S‘ei\ool(
in 1936. )

He was admitted to the bar in 1880 in the Supatior Sourt, of Clarks
County at Athens, where he began the practice. '

At the age of twenty-one he wag clected representative from Clarke
County and served three conseciitive terms; that iz, from 1882 to 1888,
In two. bills of which he was the author he took 8. lifelong pride. 1In
1884, ugninst cousiderable Iooal opposition, he put .thr(iugli the act by,
which the system of public sehools was established in Athéns, In IS 7
he was the author of thé hill creating the G‘erjrgin State College for
Women. He was Presidant of the Board of ’.l.'rusteeg of that college frou
1918 to 1938, Last fall the alwnni and friends of the collége erected
magnificent bronze bust nf JudZe Russell on the lawn in front of the
Ina Dillard Wussell Library Building—unamed of course for -Judge Russeil's
wife. ’

Tn 1888 He was elected Saolicitor-General of the Western Circuit: e
served in this: wipacity till 1897, when he was eclecied the Judge ol
Superior. Court of that. Cirewit, a position ho held with greab distinet
Gl 1906, when e resignad o enter the heated gubernatorinl race of tha
year, Theré “ere five prominent candidates in the race, Hom. I
Smith was elceted, but J udge Russell ran seeond. '

L MLater in 1906, the Constitntional Amendment. was adopted ereat
court of Appeals. He declined to become a candidate, hut eertain of qlh
friends entered his name and he led the ticket, with sixieen in tle :él‘i
and thus becartd- one of the three first judges of that Court. He veuiaing
on that Cours for ten years, having been reelecied withont, oppesit

‘He was the Ghjef Judge of that Coust from Oetober; 1918, 4 ;
when he resigned to return to the practice of law aud to take care 9
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personal interests, Bebween 1918 and 1992 he enqu‘e'd a very successful
law practice. His long service on the bench had not diminjshed hig
powers az an advoeate. On the contrary, it soon developerl that his
judicinl experience had equipped him with g knowledge of the law such
as but few men have ever possessed and that he knew how to use it in
the prepavation and trial of cascs.

In 1922 he was eleeted Chicf Justice of the State, a- position he held
till the time of hisx déathi—sixteen years of ‘most distinguished service.
Swwmmaln 1011, while he was on the Court of Appeals, ha made an unsuccessful
‘eampaign for Governor in a threc-cornered race in which he and Hon.
Pope Brown and Mon, Joseph M. Brown were candidates. A remarkabla
thing about that race -wans. that by a change of less than 100 votes he
‘would have lieen clected,

Despite the fact that zo much ¢f his life was devoted to legal and
Judicial .pursuits; he was throughout it all an active business man and a
Qeveloper of his section of the State. When he was twenty-three years oll
he was on the editorial staff of the Athens Daily Banner. From 1580.93
he was the editor of the Athens. Daily Ledger. In 1888, we find him as
one of ‘the organizers of the Atheng Streci Reitway Compduy, and in 1837
of the Athens favings Bank, and then in 1584 of the North Georgia
Telephone Company.

He moved to. Ruasell, in 1897, and this was hiz home for thé rest of his
life. He loved land; he loved growing crcps and the harvesting of them;
he kept adding to his farm i1l at the time of hiz death his farm wes one
of the larfest in that seetion of the State. He was President, of the first
Amerjean College of Agriculture in 1929,

He took a great interest in fraternal organizations. He was a member
of the Mazong, the 0dd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias; and the Royal
Arcanum; and, from time t5 time, was honored with high positions in
these respective orders. His dther ¢lub connections wers numeérous, among
them the Atlanta Athiletis, Capital City, Druid Hills, Masonie, Burns and
the Kiwanis. In college he bepame a member of the 8, A K. Fraternity,
and later of the honorary fraterni e, Phi Beta Kappa and Delta Kappa
Sigma, .

He was a member of the Georgia Bar Assoeiation; and of the American
Bar Association, and was quite active.in the American Law Institute

He was indésd 2 many-sided wan. Nature had endowed him with g
Tobustneéss and a power of endurance that enabled him, throughout hig
long life,. to_carry on promijently and sueeessfully in -practieslly eVeTy
line of ‘thouglit. and endeavor, His life: work began in. his teens and éeon-
tinued without let down or abatement beyond thie three score years mnd
ten which the Psalmist gives-as the yeurs of a man's life; yesgeven sdmost
il “the. four score given by reasou of ‘strength in the Biblical formula,

He was ever ambitious. He was a man of pride, of pride in -himsgelf
and his family, pride of position and pride of attainment. Yot pride
did not spoil him; for his love of hiy fellowmen was such that he chose
his friends and associates from every. walle of life. There was no man
50 high, nor any msn so low; no man so rich ROT any M 50 POOT; no
dnan so prominent nor any rtan so obseure, that Judge Russell could mot
iraternize with him on terms of equality. He had s genius. for friend-

13
31
[



g MEMORTAL. (188

ship that drew men to him and lLeld them. Few men have ever hag S0
many true friends.

Ju‘d"‘:“: Russell never fawned upon the rich or the prominent, bug hL
recognized their worth and appreciated their friendship. But it wag as
a friend of the poor, of the underdog, of the man that needed help that
wozt men think of him. He had a dime for the bum, a word nf chger
to some. poor fellow out of sk, @ smile for. him who needed t, 5 tunely
suggestion for the struggling young lawyer who bad a good point in hic

se but was not able to preseat it.

]Te admitted many a young man to the bar, when he was a judge of the
Superior Court. (As Athens wasg in his Jjudicial eireuit, he admitted most
of the graduates from the law school of the State University.) With him
it was not merely a formal ceremdony. His kindly counsels, the friendly
interests he manifested, thus tied to him in bonds of lasting friendship
homdreds 65 young lawyers, many of whom are mow prominent members
of the bar.

Many . think of him as a politician; and he was. But he was no
demagogue. He was not one of those who are all things to all men. He
hag the courage of hig convictions, and he never hesitated to express them
beldly. As a campdign speaker, he had but few equals. He eaught ihe
multitude because he could speak their language, knew their feslings,
yen, even felt their feelings, and because he zpoke with a lack of preten-
tiousness that carried a conviction of the sincerity with which his words
were uttered. His appreéiation of the efforts of those who supported him -
never abated, no matter what the ouicoms of the campaign, whether
vietory or defeat.

From more than one member of the commitiee came the suggestion that
this memorial éhould be an effort to portray his personal life, rather
than to boast of his greatness as a jurist. We all renlize that his de-
cisions, set down in the official volumes of the Tieports of this Court and
of the Gourt af Appeals, will testify to' coming gencrations of lmwyer
and of jurists, of the. length, breadth and greatness of his judicial work
with 2. permanence. and a verity that no memorizl such as this cou.l :
hope to lluminate or materially aid. There is a greatness in these opin:
ions that will endure- ahd maguify him, ‘wheu all d.sL, he has done wil
lopg since have been forgotten. :

Many great decisions bear his name, but there is éne rendered whil
he was on the: Court of Appeals, into which he puu so much of -his rea
self, as to justify special mention-mRessi=Vr-The FELTS ke

Rossi was a young foreigner with a young wife. He .znd hig wife 1
a small restaurant in Rome and lived in the rear of it. Hua was 2 _90‘1
n'mn witlhiout personal or politieal influence, could not even vote, and #
that time there was considerable prejudice utrunst foreigners jh L
A labor leader with friends and following caing into- the r(’stﬂumx%t :
the temporary absence of Rossi and made an indecent proposal to tI;
young wife, which shie resented: and she.ordered the man to leave
persisted, and Rossi caie in while he wag pursning the young wiferarol
the room. He demsnded to know what was the matter and his Wi
told him. : 2 x,h

The intruder then stated what he had proposed to Mis, Rossi- and
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Ga.) 873
Rossi’s interference, Rossi ¢laimed that the otlier man also wade a phys-
ical asgault on him, but thie was denied. At any rate, Rossi managed
to reach a pistol he kept in a drawer, and to kill the intruder with it.
Rossi wag indicted and convieied of voluntary manslaughter and sentenced
to a term in the penitentiavy. dudge Rugsel¥’s_opinion,, in which he set
forth not only tire right, but the nteessity and duty of a mdn, nét under
any unwritten law but under our law as written, to‘pmtu,t Jbis. home and
]ns.famllv. howsoever Lumble, from ths acts of one who m,tempts by
soduction or violence to invade the chastity of a female member of his
family, is a masterpizce. The veasoning is judicial, the language iz care-
fully guarded, yet through it all one can cateh glitpses of the emotions
that- he felt as he wrotz—of the sympathy that he felt for this poor,
friendless alien.

No man can truly say that Judge Russell, in his judisial work, was
ever influenced by any bigs or friendship between one suitor or another,
Tt his decisions were ever swayed, and perlmps sometimes they were,
from the strajght and narrow course of cold judicial logie, it was due to
his idealogy of mercy, and of sympathy for the poor, the ]u-lples:, the
unprotected and the underprivileged.

We now speak of the subject nearest his heart—tha one thing in which
be found his greatest pride and joy—his family. Early in his Tife he
married Miss Minni¢ L. Tyler of Barnesville, Georgis, who died three
years later. There were three children of this marriage, but none ¢f them
survived infancy. On June.24, 1891, he wmarried Miss Tna Dillard of
Oglethorpe County, Guorgia, the very remarkable woman who now sur-
vives him. Of thiy marriage fifteen children werc born; of which thirteen
survive: Mary Willie (now Mrs. Gorden Green), Tna D. (now Mrs.
Jean Stacy), Frances Marguerite (now. Mrs, James H. Bowden), Richard
Brevard Jr., (once Gowerior and . now ouy 1. S, Senaior), Hrrriette
Brumby (now Mrs, Ralph Sharpton), Robert Les, Patience Elizabeth (now
Mzs. HMugh Peterson), Walter Brown, Willinm Jobn, Fi¢lding Dillard,
Tfenry Edward, Alesander Brevard, and C'n'ol*’n Lewis. Two, Susan Way
and Lewis Carclyn, died in infancy.

He knew the fullness of the. joy wexpressed by the Psalmist {Psalm
CXXVII} “Lo, children are the heritage of the Tord, . Happy is the
man who hath his quiver full of them.”

He was a great father; but the credit for this magnificent family of
children of which he was so ]u@tlv proud iz not his alone, for Mrs. Russell
is a ‘wonderful mother.

‘Those, of us who attended Judge Russell’s funersl, as we looked to the
pews in which the family sat, were filled with admiration, with the thought.
that pur friehd lives on, in his ‘clifldreri and in hig children’s children,
Around the widow, ‘who, dcsplte her vears, still has retained much of her
beauty and grace of person and dxmnty of manner, were grouped such an
asgamblage of ontstanding sons and daughters as to ¢hallenge universal
commiént, Fach and all of them bore, the marks of intelligenee in. their
faces, and of manhood or womanhood in their respestive miens and bear-
ings. Al were leading successful, useful lves,

All his other achievements were as nothing. to him as c¢ompared with
his family. Here was the chief pride of his life. In Steeles striking
words:




- Judge Russell, Judge Benjamin Hill and I were choser ds. thig jirdges -

“The survivership- of a worthy man in his. sons: ist & Pledsure
inferior to the Hopes of the continuance of his own life
On"Tuesday, Decembei 6ili, al-the Baptist Clhireh i Winder, the
exercises were Neld. Present ‘was: one of the largest concaursns o
of gvory walk of lifg, evér sden on uch a.l,~ pécagion. i
\\'ords of mou;rmnw and of lﬁss.

who. oiganizéd the Court -of .31)[)(.21,‘! and who oceupied’ its hench for- the
ﬁrst seyeral years. It wis ‘thus 1 came to knovw J udge Russéll -and | i€
was thus that o mutual and lasting iriendship ‘between: hiiii | and mé Be:
| gan; it was thng T leadnéd o 1espect; ‘hime 88 a judge.and as i lmm.
AL the time we organized the Court, I h'u'dly Lnuv bau S TV 11 Wise,
apprecnted him for wWhat lie was, as g fman or as a judme: It was not
long; liowever, hefore I bcgan to see him in a different light. You could
not £it with him in the conference room for five years, as 1 did, without
seeing mot only thiit he was & gréat lawyer and a greaf judgs, but that
s Judrrmums were never swayed by anything but lus homest, unhiased
Gonvietion of thée law of the cn¥e. I Tave geen him phrase an opinion
do: lessen -the blow of an adverse decisjon upin ope frichd I had to
-deeide ‘against; but he sever let that intérfere with his deciding the
eage according to the law as he saw il. e ‘was nevér asséiitations: If
“he"disagreed with the -other tywo judges and his mind way uot changed
by the: discussions, he did not liesitate to dissent. T lidve seen Wim ais-
" sgerit when, if hé had- been moved by political expedieney, he wotld “Have
concurred T havs ‘seen him conews when he could have servéd a friend
“of ‘made political eapital by dissenting and, plausx‘blv could have sugtainéd
‘his, dissent.
His mental methods of doing’ judicial averk differed fromi these of any.
‘othier” m;m 1 have ¢ver known, Hiz knowledge of the law was fvrca,t
' ses, hig mmd Lﬂmu to a plom])t &eoxsioa A

1unst,, one u]xo was mmexsally loved” by all W]]o
“ould haw, deemcd miosts unpmmnt E's dt.vot\.d huaba.

mente ,wc;«,e such tliat £hé baid of tiﬁx@wi]-l not:iig'_mx eiase theni

"Resgpectfully submitted,

A. C. CorpETT Jomx 1. ]ucm,m.
Wat. G. MoRag’

PepsrrIoN: COOLEY
CLrFoRD Prady
G.. A, Jomss.
JOB. QUILLIAN
Hzxry H, Wesr

) X bt-
‘ful -cages, eases ,t_l_x,:_l_t. troubled him, ke s\ould. hold lor monthq, mentall ¥
L. Jdialling ovér them in tlhe meantime. Till" we learned to kuow lLim gnd
Heney- C, Toex the: way in whu,h his mind worked, d-gavess Wilgs Pl - aiid - mies siafyan,
Lrow A, WILSON. by allowing' the cnd .of the ferm to approach with a
FrAWK M: SQARLETT : s Anmber of lmporca.ut eges Gn lns desk ] avlnch appmently he had not:
MagioN: I Arpex ’ - : “Tent (’lny";
Pavr F. Ay T two weeks b foré the txme was up, he Wou]d pmvxde lnmseh .v1th extra
C. J. PERRYMAN stenographic: help, and with relays of stenographers, would begin- dictating,
Georce P. MUSRO- at seven or eight o'cloel i the- morning, and: dictate steadily through till
four ‘o'cla¢k the next mormng He would He. down 61 -4 eouch in 'hig
fice -andslesp for three ¢r four hours and then go at it for. wcnt,v Tours:
more; and. thus for a weel @t the time; or longer if nécéssary to get
© the work déns. ‘Seeing thiz, Judge Hill and T were apprehenslve of. the

G. "‘B. WAI JKER

REAERT M-.méi{m.y
I 8. PEEBLES,. Is

. ,aht} -of thé work beifig dowe. Remarkable as it mmy seem, it was* “thug
. that‘!hgs;best I¥OL e,
- When the i6e as oree biroker hetween him and me, ye became devoted
friends, and my love for him was. -uceompanied By gredtest. fespect for' his
énts; for his’ remarkable, geniug, for hi ingellectua] greatnesq; for the
~way he Toved his. friends, for lis devotion ‘to his family; and for the
l!,agzc honesty .of mind and soul that was ever his.

I“thaik the court for the opportunity of paying this personal tribute
1o him,

memhers of the comm]ttee, g well s oﬂmr mcmbers )
vited. 86 niany members-of the committee ehpreased an ]
preﬂent to pay tnlmte to. our departed frlend ithat thy

£ b

'wm’un perm:ssﬂﬂe hmrbs of {nme, :
In, nddl‘emn to what 1 have said for the: commll.(sec,;,

.in}zselr:
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ADDRESS BY MR. Patr I, Axmw.

May it please the Court: The gplendid report by the Chuirman of k

Committee makes superflucus any words on the remarkablé career of thig

distinguighed son of Georgia whose life we memorialize today. Therefore
I wish to say a persenal word, ‘ Lo

My admiration of him, yea, my fondness of him, is of long standing,
His evident interest in thieé occasion of the commemoration of the one hun.

dred years of the practice of the law by my father, my two biothers and :

me, touched me deeply.

The last time I ever saw Judge Russell in a few minutes telk with him
he reminded me that the Russells and the Aking bad been friends for.many,
many years. ’

His sudden passing was a skock fo me, but I was glud he passed froimn:

this earthly sphere while retaining” hiz mental and physical vigor, and
that he did not suffer a long illness. Ile literally fell ou sleep,—gently,
peacefully and quietly as a child falls into its slumber on its mother’
breast. ;

“So fades a summer ¢loud away;

So sinks the gale when storms are o'er;

So gently shnts the cye of day;

So dies & wave along the shore”

I hsve thought of him so often as, perhaps, saying to himsell as tlw»

shadows of his years lengthened toward the coming Dawn:

“Life, we've been long together,
Through pleasant and througz'h "clouily weather ;
iTis hard to part when friends are doar;
Perhaps ‘twiil cost a sigh, a tear;

Then steal away, give little warning;

C;lmoss: thine own time;

Sn} not good-night but in some Dbrighter elime
Bid me, good morning.”

aml sorrow; to- him, 1t; was the 1610'!.5(3 from 111 pain.
the.end of hLis earthly day; to liim, it was the dawn of the Celest)
To them, it brought the “night of death”; to him, it brought ¢
of the Everlasting Day. But o them who loved him, *in the.’
“ death- hope sees a star and listening love can hear 4he rustle of -8
What. star? The Star of Befhlehem. What wing? The wing of
Celestial Measenger who on Judwmals fields proclaimed, —HCGlory o
in the highest, on earth, pence, good will -toward Juen. ” :
Qur friend is gone and these eartlily pm;hs wherein he Wa
wrought shill know: hini not again, Bug it is my hope; it, ie my be
it is my creed, that rometime, sorhewhere, “in a manner whercof ou
bound. minds have no dpprehension,” I shall see his face ngai, -
hear the sound. of his vejce, I shall feel the clasp of the hand 0
{riend, and then indéed shall.I realize that life is noh in, vain, tha
has ‘lost its venomed sting; and the gravg hath won no e
Paace, peace to his ashés; revered be his name; beloved pe his
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ApDRESS BY Me, JAMES A. PERRY.

I enjoyed an intimate acquaintanceship with Ohief Justicé Russell cover-
ing about. Jorty-fivé years. I shall speak only persomally, since to say
anything other ‘than what has been so appropriately and correctly stated
in the paper read by Judge Powell would be. usgless elaboration. Out of
this quzuntanooqlnp, if T understood cne of the many outstending
characteristies of the deceased, to whom we now pay just tribute, it was
grasitude. I bave known no man that cxerted himself with greater phys-
ival effort to carry out his Ligh ideas as a citizen and as a publie official;
a man of a very tender licart. I have seen him grow emotional at Luuea
in defeat; and if those of our departed friends a.nd loved ones know of
the happenings in this world, and I for one believe they do, T know-that
out of that greas heart of gratitude ond sppreeiation, there is joy im
heaven today.

Judge Russell was truly a great rhan. 1 don’t remember any man more
conversant with more subjeets than the man of whom we spaak. Truly,
it may be said that this Court lost one of its very greatest members, and
our State one of our outstanding citizens. So appropriafe, the reference
in the paper read by Judge Powell, that at all times you found him on
the side of the oppressed ; o responsive, gympathetic heart in one who be-
lieved that among the weakest of men they are worthy of the very best
in the best of men.

ApprEss BY Mz, Wrztam Bopr.

May it please this Honorable Court:

Immediately wpon the death of Chief Justice Russell, Judge Hawkms

{ the Blna R idge Circuit, appointed a commitiee to -draft resolutions,
a.nd Y -was named as chairman of the committee,

Ag stated by Judge Povell this morning, Judge Russell was Born in
Cobb County, which is one of the counties in the Blue Ridge Cirenit.

I believe that the resolution which was adopted by the Elie Ridge Cir-
euit Bar Assoclation presents in o very composite, yet ‘simple, way our

16ve, respect anid adwiration for this great mar. T desire, therefore, with

the permissien of this Court, ip read this short, resolution:

“To the Blue Ridge Girenit Bar Assoéiation:

“We, your comnmittee, appointed to draft resolutions on -the death of
Chief Justice Richard Brevari Russell, Sr,. of the Snpreme Court of

" Georgin, beg leave to submit the fol]o\vmg report

“The Bar of the Blue Ridge Cireuit is inexpressibly saddened by the
death of Richard Brevard Russell, Sr; Chief Justice of the Supreine Court
of Georgia; and in his passing we miourn swith the other judieial. eiveuits
of this State in the death of this great jurist.

“The death of Judge Russell bringa to a close a useful and, 111u~.tr10us
Nfe which hias affected our State and her institutions to a marked de-
gree; and the future historian 'will enroll his name high uy,fx'u the seroll
of fume as cone of the fruly great, men of Georgia.

“Hé: was o fine companion, a devoted husband and father, an orator of

Surpasging eloquence, a superd scholar in both Jaw ‘and liferature; and

as -Chief Justice Hughes of the Supreme. Court of the United States bas
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recently said of Justice Cardozo, so can it ‘truchiully be: said of hip.
‘His erudition, acumen ang technival skill, combined with a philosophice
outlook and a passion for justice, made im an ideal judge, and the wide
range of his eulbural interests, liis maodesty and personal charm, made
fellowship with him a inost precicus privilege.’ The simpliei‘ty of his life
beeame for him o passion; and to a superlative dogres heiloved his fc]low.(
man; and in the pelitical arema he was unllagging and-militant 35 fighting*
the battles of the common people of fliis State; and while wearing the
Judicial ermine le was most exacking and meliculons in proteécting the
rights and liberties of the poor and wufortunate, Some of his dissenting
opinions are outztanding and learned in this respeet.

""Therefore, Be it Resolved, that we extend to the members of Judge
Russell’s Tamily cur despest sympathy in the death of this distingnished
husbaud and father.

. "Resolved further, thab a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the
family of Judge Russell, and copies furnished to the press for publieation,”

In conclusién I think what Pientiss said of the immortal Clay can be
truthfully said of Judge Russell:

“His-civil fewards will not vield in splendor
To the brightest helmet that ever bloomed upon a martyr’s brow”

Aopress BY Junee W. W. SrTarnk.

i your henors please, T appreciated the report az made by Judge Powell.
T want to staze that I wus fnmiliar with and a close associnte of Judge
Russell for half a century; since 1888 when he was first eleeted Solicitor
General of the Western Circuit.

It was my pleasure to be very closely nssociated with him. Ve have
traveled togethér; we have ridden in the old horse annd bugay together;
we have used thie samé rodm $h the hotel for weeks at a time together;
and I feeél that 1 nos only }:new Judge Ruseell intimately, and I could:in
o limited exterit appreeinte his great ability as a lawyer and os  -cibizen
of Georgia. c

T remember on one vecasion riding in the buggy with him from Carn
ville for some twenty miles; we Lad just gone through she trial of
case; I was a young man and he was a. young-man, and the cuse wag’
difficult ane: qoming' along he turncd arennd and hit ine 6n the shonlde
and seid: “Bill, when I am in doubt I try to do what is right,” and o
tinuing be said, “4And I think that was one.” . .

1 don’t ¥now if any one of the Supreme Court ever gets in doubt, bi
if he was in doubt one of tlie things he wanted to-do was that whichﬁ\’
right. ' '

Having béen as T say for a long time connestd i a small way with
law and the practice of law, I come wore and ‘more to. appreciate
he stated to me .on that oceasion. \

We not only have been friendd and assoéiavés, but T am well acquain
with and know his distinguished family. I was.much pleszed that J“‘js
Powell referred to that in his long and- delightful report. I don’t fl‘,
there has been a family in the South that has had a more distinguisbe
father, and T don’t’ think thers is a father in the Sputh that had al
distinguished ‘family; we know that Benjamin Franklin was of 2’1
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family, and other people all down ihe ages, but coming to this family
and what it means to the State and Nation, it is comparable to ihe dis-
tinguished' Adams family of Maesachuseite; and his whole career not only

demonstrated. iis devotidu to his family, and the family’s devotion to him.

So I just wanted to speak theve words as they ddte to me, and of his
pussing 1 am reminded of the words of William Cullen Bryant, if T can
paraphrase them: e so. lived that when the swrhmons caine to join the
inmumerable caravan ihat moves to the pale realm of shkade where each
ghall take his chamber in the silent hall of death, he went not like the
quarry slave ab night scourged to his dungeon, but susiained and séothed
by an unfaltering trust, he apsroached his grave like one who wraps the
drapery of his couch about him and lies down to pleasait dreams.

ADDRESS BY MR. Jomy I. KeLLEY.

T first knew Judge Russcll when he was Judge of the Western Gireuit
of Geofgia and as. sueh presided in the Superior Court of the county in
which I Lived. Asa boy I dften leard those who nttended sessions of
the court relate imcidents which spoke of the quality of Jjustice- which
dwelt in his great heart. Later, following lis retifement from the Court
of Appeals, T came to know him as a lawyer.

As a young and inconspicuous member of the bar, one of the first enses
in which I participated was as wssocinte counsel with Judge Russell, In
that and all subséquent associaiions I found him always considerate and
mindful of the young and struggling members of the bar-—qualities whiel
weré. charactéristic of him—evideneed on many octasions when young
lawyers, seeking to properly present a just cause bug hampered on aceount
of inexperience, were extended n helping hand, cnabling them to present,
their cause as it should have been presented i the interest of justice.

When he became 4 snember of this Courd, I veeasionally rode with him
on the train, as e eame from his Home in Winder to his duties as Chief
Justice. On these oceazions it was uny privilege to discuss with him mot
only legal matiers, but other matter: of impertance in the minds of the
people of the State. To have known the wnusumal intelleet that was his
was indeéd a privilege.

As a student of the law, he delved deép inio the records of the past,
lived with thé leavneéd of all ages and from the fomesz of history and legal
commentaries, he discovered and praserved for posterity priceless jewels
of human liberty. This gicat intelleet, kept wateh over by a, great heart,
always ¢hampioned the cause of the defenseless ‘and helpless and was ever
mindful of the forgotten man. Judge Russell hias left an indélible impring
Upon-the history of our State.and Nation throngh the Ineid opirions which
he rendered. His entire Jife iz decorated with public sefvice and. his
name will be remembered, ndt oir dceount; of the offices which he held, but
because of the manner in which he performed the duties 6f thase ollices.

Thoze. of us who havd made pilgrimages to Monticello, the home of
Thomas Jefferson, recalling tlin words written by Him and afterwards in-
seribed upon his tomb, are impressed by the fact that Jeffiraon, looking
back over hiz life, desived to be remembersd by his accomplidhments, rather
than by the officcs which he held. He wished to bé remembered as the
founder of the University of Virginia, us having revised the statutes of
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Virginia, and as. the author of ihe Declaration of Independence. T was
willing for his fame to rest npon the labors which he performeg, And
s0;does the fame of Judge Russell rest.
It has been said that he was o man of ambition, but his was an nmbx
tion to serve, 1o occupy positions of publie trust in order to rvender q,JV-
ice. His fame rests upon the Tadt that he hlazed anew t¥ails which will
be ﬁ?l]m\eql By those who love aud cherish owr free institutions. e helg
aloft the torch of human liberty and brought just laws and principles tq
play in the administration of justice. In his opinions, he npplied and
established sound judicial precedenis. as a guide for those follewing him, -
thus vouchsafing justice to those coming before the comrts for the pro-
tection of their rights. o
Beeause of the difference i our ages, T knew Judge Russell only w short
period of his long and useful life. I am glad o have known him durine
the -time he labored in the fleld of public service, K
I love the memory of Judge Russell. No greater tribute can be paid:
lum than he paid himself in faithfuliy performing the duties which -de-
wolved upon him while he was with us.

ADprESS BY JUDGE R. GLENN DICKERSON.

If you will trace the lListory of the Russell family back in England
you will find amnong other things, they were nofed for mental bravery.
‘Chief Justice Russell, in my opinion, was a living definition of thcntal
'b_);a.\:ery.L He ‘was. 2. good man, he was a pood husband, he was a g@md
futher; he was my friend; he loved me. I was his friend,.and T loved hint,

-ADDRESS BY MR, ArEX A. LAWRENCE.

‘\ny it please your Honers, more than a full generation separated Judge
Russell from myself, and I ean searcely. he supposed td speak of the
achievements and life of this truly eminent man with the antherity.of
those who were, morve nearly his eontemporaries, like Judge Stark and
Judge Munro, to whom I have listened with great pleasure; and ye ;
would be less than grateful if T did not appear here today and add my
voice to the splendid tributes that have beer given Judge Rﬁssel].

I lnow. that: T am Qeeply. gratéful to hiui for the .many cGurtesivsy
he showed.to me on Iny every appearance before thig Cours, Mut’h 3
but characteristic-of his relationship with members of the bar. - Certainl
I sineerely appreeiate the rapt attention with which ‘he seemed to listens
on the twp gr three oceasioms on which I argucd before him, to my-l
gequiturs and efroneous ar, gum(mts' which I attributed at the h‘m(' o
entire coneursenge with what I said.

I would also be remiiss if T did not say a few words coficerning Ju
Russell’s friendship toward my father, and my ‘father’s friendship tow
him. I¥ was deep, and grow up af a time when friendships were, 1 think
stronger ‘than, they are now, for in thoss days; it was perhaps true, that
the  simple vn‘tues which men practiced conduced to, more lastmff {frienc
ships.

Your Hongrs,. Odysseus has gone upon Ius wanderings :md there:
left in Ithaca wha can draw his bow,

g
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Appress BY Mr. A. C. CorBETT,

Soon after Judge Russell retired from the Court of Appeals, 1 became
associated with him in the practice of law. Prior to that time 1 thought
T knew him .intimately, but I soon léarned that I had previously gained
énly a superficial knowledge of his high character. Few tvhen are good
lawyers both in the office and in the courtroom. Judge Russell was one
of the few. He was just as expert in preparing his opinions as he was in
interrogating witnesses and in arguing io a jury. Dut 1 waz impressed
more with something else, on account of my association with him. I was
impiessed with his absolute honesty. e was honest with his elients; he
was honest with opposing sounsel. ¥e was honest with his associates:
And most of all, he was always honest with the Court. He needed mo
written contradt with his clients. It was not necessary fol' opposing coun-
sel to reduice their agreements to writing, and I personally mever had a
(hspute with him; and I never knew him to present a position to the
Court which he felt was not well founded. In ths passing of Judge Rusgell,
the State of Georgin. hus lost a uscful citizen and I personally hive lost a
iriend.

ApprEss By Mnr. 5. W. MasNarn.

May. it please your Honor, T have known Judge Russell for thirty-three
years. I first beeame acquainted with him in 1900, when he- was then
sampaigning for the governorship of the State of Georgia, T first saw
litm at Macon and Deard him speak there; and I thought thén, and 1 think
now that he made a wonderfil campaign speech. His mind scemed to
me like it flashed like the noonday sun. He was a brilliant orator; he
bad a lot of wit and humor in what he said; he had a large erowd there,
and everyone: of them be held for abeut arn hour and a halfy, and very few,
i uny; left. that auditorium that night. Oir friendship dated from fhat
time on,

Later he became Judge cf the (‘oun, of Appeals. He was defeated in
that campaign but immediately he van for the Judgeship of the Cowrt of
Appeals and was clected, and in coming to the capitol I rarely ever came
here but what T stopped by to sec-him, ~He was wever too:bugy to talk
with’ you.. I dawit like 4o falk to a Judge when he is buw but he would

just hisist, on you sitting down and talking with you any anyway. He

was a great eonversationalist. His brain seemed to be great store-
house of jnformation. T eonld sit there and talk iwith ki hours at a
time and- never grow tired of Iistening to him. He mever seemed to grope
for. o wordi the words seemed tp flow-from his lips as fréely as a spring
springing from the mountainside. He had a splendid. education. He
seerned to know a great. deal about Latin, and. other foreign Tanguages.
He was a man that was sineere; he was honest; his heart cried out for
the poor and oppressed and the underdog: In all of his political speaking
there was a vein running through his spéech for the forgotten man. He
ahvzz.yb wanted to help thiose who- eould not help themselves. :
" I admired hitn: from the. first tine T wel hili anil we weré great friends:
He was not only o true friend, but he was a.splendid
He had a deep in-

as the years went by.
lawyer, a great Judge, and s ‘Christinn gentlenian.

56
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tellect and he had a leait of ;g
hint Yome; Bui his ‘memory- stj
people flhat is hia greatest; ‘ a-:a,n;')_th’ér« .monnm
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Aporess By Mr. Fraxk M. SCARL o~

L 0 -1b1y and faithiully;, but 1 .must: oon-

'ng oi estcem uml (1evotlon untll I

Mr. L;h:nrmq,ll, I d)t} nnt ha.w dle houov of Lnow:n

va.nd solemnly n.nd sorrd Iulls file ki iy his bicr to Bay’

ang herr,, ex my one i nhe St'lte of Gcor"m lmows. that, Juﬂrrg The gééne was ah: unpu,r.\llelcd maiifestation: of affu:houate esteem nevef

lived.and dled Bman.

Appruss BY Mr. Manmion 4 N
Atar T oi whieh
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1e time I-was connec‘bed with §

Than ﬂtlm.t vou shoulq remcmbcr and be:gad.”
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ApnrEss By Mr. G. B. WaLksg,

. * ar T -

Ohlf'onf) abkj (,om'i:: L \?'mh {,o '(‘Jld()l'ﬂe, every word that our Honer

irman ‘ll.i.s spoken in behall of my good friend, Judge Russell

Tt wus [Joy pleasure to he inthmately a»equni&‘nted wizhl });1;1'0' i

1‘111112_1)(-!1‘.1_)‘1 years, And all the other members have suid about hi:l QIU- ltc o
to endarse. He Had o loving family, and he made & .s'i«miﬁczmij'r11 Ny
e on one oceasion that impressed me very much, bHc: said L‘?’;ﬁ;;ﬂ
chat MRS y'

E - . che £ ; - . . . s
o . N
un or D¢ T 1t an ma 3 )] oIt 7 ght, regardizgss of the conse-

ab)

L think hig search for t i
5 e or the right and doi right tri ]
¢ ght and doing the right tr 0 hj
wonderful success in life. - ghh fributes to biy
ADpEESS BY JUDGE GRORes A. Jomxs,
May it please the Court:
phrases nov set or studied.
(' I m's;, sfaw Judge Russell and knew him by sight when he wiag Solieitor-
xeneral of the old Western Cireuj 3 r o yo o et
irouit, when I was o young mam whd w
from Soetal i . T : Foung: mazne wnd went
.vf)‘cm.l Cirele occaswna.lly to the town of Monroe, trips of ‘that natures
then I_)emg events more than now. :
; ;.;tt]t; did AI think then that our lives would be thrown in such pzu-al]eiq
1:; efcu ed him by moving {0 Winder in 1896; he cune there a little lﬂl:eij '
: x‘I h:f'l()m; then on I was very closely associated with Judge Russell am;
. P 5 . = 7
3 ndx. ed from his spirit, from his greatness, a greal deal. .
nav;ur g}f Pgwell, in this r«;port, used the words in deseribing him {hat ¥
e | ea:; usedjm flescnptxou of another man, and that was the ter
astness®  Speaking of him with the word “vastness” as you would of
@ cave, s Lhi Y tak I '
¢ .: e, sﬁon‘l.sft_hmg that, \.\ould take you years to explore, and that word
Is very littifig and descriptive of Judge Russell.
He was 2 man you didnt kuow in a moment,
you did not explore in a casual contact.
th,lt- s:'a,s fny privilege t6 practice law under him while be wis Judge
the ‘}csh:rn' Circuit. It was again ny privilege to have o few cases in
e }(;«I)urt ox Appenls while he was a Judge of thut Court. It was my
greater privilege o have personal contnet ’
torney,

What I shall say shall be ghort, and in

e was a man whon

Bnring the i Dersor ; .\vith‘him as a practicing g
The; ’Y werne when he was off the Court of
bgfgre }m became a member of this Court.” And it was in ﬂ:a close cot
taet with him as a practieing attorney, our oilices l;éiiirf adi'oinin"" fa
several -years, that I knsw him hevter and better. AR

(’;‘hat word “vastness” strikes me gs the most apprapriate word
cou].d ha\.'e been used in deseribing him. FHe was great in many ways
T will not speak of his greatness as a lowyer for his judicial record _his
beqn'ma,de and i embalmed in the records of this Court and ihat of £
Court of Appeals.

:He Wwas great-also in the ficld of scholarship, He was great as a churel
man, and I would pause here just a moment to spéak of thaf. He was
teaf:lxér of the little Sunday Seliool elass—I was a member—in the Presby:
t‘erkxja.n Church. In time and turn of events, it begame my- privilege to bt
w'.tcziche"r of ‘my class, Yowever insignificant the :x'vork I .di'ld. put I ok
think while lie was teacher of the class, with Jﬁs,g‘reﬂb ‘I«EQ'FDii!g
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erudition I don't think I ever siw equalled, when he becase a pupil in
the claés with one less skilied than he was tedshing, you would net havé
known by auything he said or did that he kuew more or thought more or
had grown any greater than the man who succeeded him,

1 wisle to say what few things 1 shall say, and if 1 trespass beyond
the. three minutes allowed, it was Dbecause L was thrown with Tim so
closely and for so many yeirs, purely of a personal natufe, and I would
not go inte- some of the intimacies that existed hetwesn him and mysel?
aid between his family and my family, but I would say a few of the
things that grew out of that intimacy. One is the regard.jor the young;
vot unly the young as a class, bwe for the young luwyers; and I reniem-
ber one remark he made to me in that comection. He had appoinied me
as receiver in a case when a fee meant. something. It was not large, as
fees ga, but it was worth a great deal to me as a ‘struggling young lawyer.
And after the work of {hat case had been concluded he remarked to me,
“In giving you this appointment, 1 have done something for every young
lawyer in wmy eircuit; and I lave determined when 1 become Judge, when
1 had sometbing of that nature to give out to the lawyers of the bar,
remembering my own struggle as a young lawyer, 1 would not give them
to the lawyer who bad beeome succqssftﬂ ond prosperous, but 1 would
help the young and struggling lawyer.”

As I go along that remark and that act repeated waoy times what is
typical of Judge Russell’s attitude toward life, and 1 would not go further
than to refer now ro the final ehapter.

The funeral at Winder on {hat céeasion, there were the polifieally power-
ful and the finaneially prospercus presen; bub in larger number eame
trooping those who ware without influence, without power, without riches,
While the garlands and roses filled that elinrch and covered the grave
brought there by people who were able to buy roses in December already
referred to. t:h,ci'c were gatlands of love wovén by tliose . who were not
ible to buy pliced by them in with their tears on his grave.

Judge Russell was a great man, It was a great privilege for me to
have been ngsociated with him, and I mourn him and mourn his logs as
that. of a great friend,

ADDRESS BY Mr. 1saac 8. PEEBLES.

May it plesse the Court: It can be itruly said of Judge Ruseel], as a
youth that be hitehed his wagon to o star, That wag illustrated by some:
thibg Professor Morris told our law class aver at Geokgia back in 1904.

Judee Stark has told you of u part of Judge Russell’s life during the
horse aud buggy period of his life, but this hay to deal before the horse
and bugey period in Judge Russsll's lifs.

Professor Morris said that he began as a young lawyer with -Judge
Jussell over-in Abhens, and when eourt-convened over in Jeflerson, eighteen
miles distant, théy used to walk over there. He gaid they could have
gotten a horse aud buggy for a dollar and a half, bub they didn’t have
a dollar and a half; comsequently they walked over to court, eightesn
iniles distarice, and he said upon one’ oecasion Judge Russell said to him,
“Silvey, some of these days I am going to be either Governor of Georgia or
Ghief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State. Ha became the Chief
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Jyst;iec of the State. He developed into n wonderful Judge a&

kiow that his place is securve in Eie, judiecial I'u's‘torv of t;;;s :’:’2 .
J}ldge; But somkhow ov other, we whe knew him tl o e 18
]um as a- Judge, but as a devoted friend.

‘I ‘tan never forget: back there av Athens in 1004 when our ¢l
‘acmx’nte;l on our iplomas. withoub having fo stand ax::mir"atc‘ s
Judge Russell came down and put his arm zu'(ﬁmd ﬁ]v shquuvlde.xj l ? ot
me about ‘my fatker and lots of my frignds down diu (_'?Ia.scut:lfL((}1 Soked
and then wlien we were up here at our beloved friend Loodn Bl{o;mtﬁ.."
%'nemorial exercise, the lagt time I saw him, lie put Lis m:n m“eﬂlcy's
in the same way, the saxe sort of wav, that same sors of~ ix‘ i "U_“d o
did over at Athens. ) ) et he

The yournger and older lawyers of the State in days gore by have lpok
b_a.ck to Toombs, Hill, Cobb and Stephens for irlél;ii'f;ﬁion f;r lthi‘ ok
life, but I predict to the younger iawyer of Gcorgiu from now [ﬂl‘ 3‘-'n
Lh'e;f really study and fully: comprelend the theyc}l' Jlddve P"xs:“{I “lmn !
will add to that groeat spirit (ke nume of that greaf Judgc el they

) a
think not .gq mueh of

ag

ADDRESS BY Mr. Hexey H, WesT,

) May it please the Court: My friendslip with Judgée Russell was s
]Tnhfrit‘?g fri,‘;-ndship, a bond of friendship formed betveen >m;" fathe;-Ea::lJl
Judge Rusgell when they were both v o 5 of friendshi
that was cenionted *.v’ixe;l J u-:l;;xe'b;;{:sje;lm:il:&u:‘ :,\l L'(’"(—L Qf’ iy
t sell as the best yoan at the
_rm‘a,rrmge Aiefween my fdthir and wmy mother. That friendship lng ber-n‘
i:;m::s[::ezll‘o;::;o;oﬂ?jr;::}]::di;::]m"nxun, and with“;;')‘eat pleasure, myse}lyf aud
¥ sister enjoy 2 Lip with the mombery of Judge Russell’s family
My distinguished brethven bave told you of his illustrious carcer, ns .
great jurist and lu}\'g,*@f. I have the privilege of oeceupying ike i;)‘i:'CC s
So].icitpr-Gbneml, where he made g record tl;mt has l.;cen ; shining stajxi'
that other mén that lave since folloswad have aimdd at, and fried toa
but today I don't want to talk about his career. 1 v}ant to call to ,‘,011,':
attention thit which T think wag his greatest virtue, the relation ‘L‘-et;(vuei
.Iudge. Russell and his family. It was wmy privilece as a little 'bcﬁs' to visit
in that home; and I have watched the fashion uin. wilich h'eA worked ont-
the prolilems of the mémbers of the faniily. I have watched the ear
p-atience ‘with which bhe adjusted the chilchood aiﬂ'et'e}xces, a:ﬁd'I hav
listened to the ‘advies wnd eounsel that he oave his own fmys sod - girls
and I have adopted that adviee as my own. Which to sumibarize th
gfea.t'vil'tute, t}nc one that I consider the greatest of all his virtues
would do 1% in these words, that next to wy owm, T’ corigider him thie fines
father that I have ever known.

By Prusioing JusTicr Samusn ¢ ATKINSON.

‘ Conceptions of some -gualities and charncteristics of ‘the Iate
Justice Richard B. Russell,

Justly proud of ancesiral linesge, he did not beastfully proclaim. De
est lové and reversnce of immediate parents e sincerely enjoyed. I
Ilc{rited strerigth 6f mind and character he fully: illustrated. Al of thest
quelities he implanted in his remarkable family of children. Remarkab
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ot @lone by ivheritance from -him but by combined inheritanee and the
training and solicitude of & wonderful motler of sound practical judg-
ment, then and yet living her Christinn religion. He was Droadly learned.
He was of positive and aggressive type. His mind wag constantly alert.
He regarded ths past, looked to the future and determined his course of
action. Persistence in what he conzeived to be. right was probably his
most characteristic quality. Seldom if ever would ha re‘irogress or retruct.
On the Supreme Gourd bench his ability fo comprehend the legal- proposi-
tions. in the ease ab hand and understand the principles of law that should
be -applied was hound to T recogrized. His -trend of decision was more
on principle than on preecedent. If gatisfied on principle he would yield
1o adverse preeedent provided he deemed the precedent absovlute, but if he
did not so, ¥egard §t he would adhere -bo bis concepiion of the prineiple.
On this acccunt mainly he frequently dissented from decisions by the
majofity. These are some of my coneeptions based on. close associations
and cordial relations with this remarkable man wlio held my affection and
whose memory will be revered.

Apnrzss By Jeoae H. J. MacIxryie oF THE COURT 0F APPEALS.

May it please your Honers: I was peculiarly gratified when I 'was
designated as the Judge of the Court of Appeals of Georgin to appear in
behalf of that Court in these memorial exercises to the late Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Georgin, Richard Brevard Russell, wlo had
forinerly served not only as a Judge. bui also as Chicf Judge of the Court
of Appeals, of which I am now a member,—he. being tlie only man who
has ever served hoth as Chief Judie of the Court of Appeals and as Chief
Justice of the Supreine Court of (isorgia. It is difficult in these kinds of
exercises mnot to repeat much of what has already licen said, T shall
endeavor o repeat as little as possible.

1t "so happened that when I was appointed 4 Jnembéi of the Court of
Appeals, Judge Russell and I were thrown into iniimate contact. This
may Tierhaps be accounted for in part by the fact that I wis appointed
by his distinguished son, Richard R. Russell, Jr., then Governor of Georgia.
I was frequently in both Judgs Russell’s office and in his home. T lenrnéd
throush this contoct many of the Interesting details of his life. I was
amazed to find that he was one of the most profound Bible stucenis I
Yud ever metc Although he was a brilliant selilar and a man of great
‘mental power;, he wag alse an humble follower of the Lord and naver
undertook to matell his cpinion against the teachings of the Ruler of
ine Unjverse. WWhen he oree ascortained what those teachings were, he
accepted them with childlike faith.

Throughout history, ilie storics of the lives of many of the great men
have been fascinating reading. Some years ago, at-a meeting of many
of the great educators and scholars of this country, tha question arese as
to what was the greatest short story ever writien in eithiér religious cr
seoular literature. Over eighty per cent. of that body veted that the story
of Joseph was the greatest short story ever written. As the greatness of
Joseph can be traced dirsttly to ilie sincerity of the humble faith which
he learned in boyhood, So-the greatness of him wliom we henor today ean
be explained only by reference to the Christian howe in which he was

reared.
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tcx?:;n Ab[t)c:i;' ?:;;:holsiblx:a::z;;‘ v:xvelfe h(;:\l;nv?] Gf‘?l‘fgi.:b & boy of sturdy, » Preg
1 ste ’ ® : devoutly réligious and who ungweryi;
believed in edueation. His was =« seholarly and religious aneeqﬁv ”}‘n 4
af)ii the very best hlood in Georgid and the C:u'olina: ﬂowe:d i;n };i. ?01
.T‘I.I.S ";(a.ﬁher caume :’r_om that lberty-Joving stock who worshiped Go; -\e
Mid-Way. Chureh in Liberty Cowiny, Georgin, from whoge cope e
ca_me‘ the only two signers of the '])&cj];wuﬁion-uf'In&epcuder;ee rft‘c‘;:xa(} B ¢
His grandfather on hiz ather’s side was a gmdu&ﬁ- of'MI‘{ug‘b\;’ t.hiqrgl'
brated British Academy, and of Oxford, and was g gentleman ;':Ll’;x1L~CEI
large land owner of this State. 1lis granémother on hig father’s’1 5i§l> ;
the daughter of William Way, a ruling elder in the old Mid-Way Ol
in_Liberty County for twenty-tivg years sud is buried in i;hi;’ Cl:mc
L?c.metery bes‘ide Daniel Stewart, the grandfather of Theodore P\,o(re:T
His miother, Rebecea Harriett Brumby, wis o denghter of I’maﬁx o
Richard T. Brumby and was boru in the ancestral ifmna of her Y»SK‘Q
Tather Alexaunder Brevard in Lincolntonw, North Carolina. She was f. Zthf
devout woman and coneeived the idea of setting :11:~artr.this boy.‘ ]1:‘;' e]‘d?t
son Richard, to the Lord and makiug of him a I’reébyﬁexiun pre_aéher B}T
-sought to dedieate him to the Lord ax Haxnah of Oid-]i&(i done ]m'r 56:
Samuel, who beeame the gieat. prophet of Tsrael. This boy's mot.i':;r in
m‘c‘ier to shield and protect him from the wicked influence of the wc:rld'
refused to send him to the commuuily schools bt tavght and 't.rz'mined, him"
?1erself and with the exception of about six months prior to his cntering

the .sophomorz class of. the. University of Georgia {Quring which tiwie Kis
uncle wag agsigting in preparing him sor eollege}, hie had been twught ‘b.; ’
no one saye his mother who undertook to educate him in éuch a 1:axmm
as she deemad a. boy dedicated to God sheuld be educated,

At seven years, of age, his mother kad him rending Coessr and at the
time of his graduation at the University, e stood first in five language ’
‘At the age of fourieen, he was reading sloud the Bible “twice through
each year to her. At this same age, when Alexander H, Sfephe_ﬁs camd
to visit Athens, Geovgia, he was told by tha Presbyterian pl;e.-xche'r there
that in his econgregation he had a fourteen year old bov who euld re‘ciic
perfectly both the sharver. and larger catechigms. This was such an w
usual feat thai he. gront Stephens sent for the Ley and afier lxmi‘j;],g: him

so do, invited him to spend fwo weeks with. him in @rewfordville at
home, Ia'beri::« Hall. At the expiration of this visit, when the boy W
about to degart, Stephens, who was then a semi-invalid; called the 'bfoy £
his cot and suid: “Richard, the same worm that eats the p}mpcr eats
the prince.” This made a profound impression upen the boy and, he often
quoted it in after life. This no doubt, in after }"cm;é, 'g're;mh-' influeneed
his conduct fowards his fellow man, for sp far as kis tneabm/(‘fnf:,, of; thep
was concerned, he showed no differense between the * prince and the iyauper-?’
After haking the required examination he entered the University of Geor-
gia. and was graduatod from this institution in 1879, with a degree o
Bachelor of Arts and o degree of Bachelor of Philosophy,‘b’z’ze only member
of his elass who tock two degrees. v V
But now came the saddest moment of his life. He was foreed to ol
his mother that he did not feel thet ho was ealled to presen the Gos
and therefors could not do so but had selected gs his life's work the p
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fession of Law. Agcordingly, the next year he was graduated from the
legal department of the University of Georgia and received a degree of
Bachelor of Laws. Such waz the background and education of this boy
as he entered the battle of life.

Shortly after receiving hiz Bachelor’s Degree in law, he wag elected,
when only a- few weeks over tweniy-one years of age,: to the General As-
sambly of Georgia from Clarke County, whose county site was thé Classie
Gity of Athens, Georgin, in which was located the great university of his
native Stats. IHowever, in hig upward elimly to the Supreme, Court of
Georgia, he was not always suecessful in his political campaigns. On
saveral 7occasions, on aceount of peculiar civeumstances, he was defeated,
but on each occasion he came back with renswed confidence and vigor and
was again and again rewarded with high political offices. 1de wag finally
electod to ‘the lighest judicial office within the gift of the people of his
Staie, that of Chief Justieg of the Stabe's Supreme Conry, which exalted
position he helé continuously for the sixteen years immedintely preceding
his death, What was the reason this Loy’s defeats. were only temporary?
Tt was because his whole life was buili upon thie firm foundation of those:
Chris_tiu_h prineiples which were taught him by his mother and which he
never forget. There wag within this foundation ne shifting sand which
would undermine. and eause the structure of his achievements to come
tumbling down and destroy him in the wreckage as is so often tho case
with the faithless and the *doublecrossing” As I knew him as Chief
Justice, he held in his hand, aleng with his associate justices, grout. power
‘over the lives, liberty, aiid propérty of others. This he exercised with rare
wisdom, He was humble in his relations with his God, revereni and sub-
fnigsive to Hig will, yet, in relation with bis féllow man, he would con-
stantly rebel against wrong ‘and oppression. In his life and decisions,
he- looked to substance vdather than form, and while some &f bis real
friends. referred. to him. zs “plain Dick Russell,” they meant by this that
he was unostentatious in dress and demeanor; easily approaéhed by the
humblést citizen in all the State, quick to givé them g sympathetie hear-
ing and champion their cause if they were in the right. Thus when the
body of the Chief Justice was brought to le in state in the Supreme
Court room in the Capitol of Georgin, a great erowd had assembled at
‘the State Capitol, sume in the lowly, some in the higher; séme in the
highest walls of life, but by far the greater number from amonyg the
farmers, the men in overalls, and others who are what are generidly ealled
the “cammon people.” “Practically none of them were curinsily scekers
but nearly all had had some kind of persomal eontaci with the Chief
Justice, even if it had been but & casnal conversation or kind words of
sympathy and encouragement, and bere they stood with bowed heads. and
sympathetic hearts to take o last, long, lingéring look at vhe earthly form
of kim whom they justly considered their true friend, Such a tribute to
the dead was an inspiration to the living to be kind and considerate to
the. less fortunate of his fellow men. 11 ?erehanc,e on oceasions his mind
was so ahsorbed that he may have been somewhab carcless in his dress,
Fet. it behooxes any “elegant nofhing,” whose predominating thoughts are
always upon the manner of his own dregs, to pause and consider ere he
ariticize the great Chief Justicé, In the courthouze and on the political
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husting, he was like 2 lon in action, but in the vresenee of hig
was os humble as a trusting lamb in e presenee of and under
profection of his shepherd. '

‘ Nﬁme bl‘II} a God fearin_g, home loving man, aided by a geod, fine, han

making wife, whose poise and intellece had an influenee upon them ,_ ; ‘m
:}5 great as thet of the husband limself, eould have rearsd a fém?;xu[E}'
thirteen children who have attained aminence in the variots profe ," U.f
atul walks of life in which they chose io dngage. Not ong ofl t,h‘e;salonx
brought shame or disgrace upon their Christian parents / o

the kngw,

Judge Russell was once asked if he ywas net proud of his eldest son .
munf:ﬁ:l-kc who was then Governor aund whe had jugé lheen nor;lhin-,Lted‘L;ld
the Demoeratie Favty as United Stades Scnator‘from Georgia, ‘He n
plied: **Yes, 1 am proud of all of my children. They are :ll .Cixrim‘m‘.
men and women, but T am proudest of my som Rdward who is .x \:J\::lfl
Presbyterian minister of the Gospel, for ho took my place relutive a tlitz
_‘_VIK]ECS of my mether beeanse he has done what she so eirnestly \\’islle(i-tlxa;
1 .mxg?rht have done by serving God, the Father of ug all, as :1 mi.nist..q- of
His Gospel.” ‘ )

A few months before his death, I was in his affice and the question of
the, _v:u'ious kinds of death eame up. e said he had told his doef;;wrs ami
family that he wos net afraid to die, but hoped that he could dic in the
bosomn of his family and with as little pain and suffering B poss"ble/
This wigh twas granted by the great Father that he s(:rvev:lD and tl'u:'é‘t;cd‘
Ile apparently fell asleep and died so peacefully and quietly that his faitzh:
ﬁ.u wife, who sat beside his bed to the end, was not .{rﬁinediutnlv :m:nre of
his going and in the thought of that old liyn, “When They Ring the
Golden Bells,” 1 cau imagine that: ‘ i S

When his days knew their number,
When in death he swestly slumbai'ed,
He eculd hear the angels ginging,

In that far-cif sweet. forever, C
Just beyond the shining river,
Where the golden bells for him

Were ringing, ringing, ringing;

This remarkable boy; this Christian géntleman, thig able lawyer, thi
{__rrgat judge, this devoled hushand, this sneeessiul f}ithc;, \';'hosevlife’s et"ory,
i3 almost as faseinating as the story of Samiuel or of Joseph, is none other
than the late Chisf Justice of the Supreme .Court of éeorgiix, lhdmu
Brevard Russell. '

Resrvoxse ror rur Counr By Mg. Jusrice Berr.

IT this regponse shounld repeal to some extent the eulogies which hat
already beer spoken, [ still caunot refrain from Gndorsi:v in behalf 0
the Court, and in particulaprity, muel, that has been saidoregm’diﬂg th
life and character of Chief Justice Russell.

About the: middle of November, or a litile later, an observant member
of the Court ealled my attention to the fact that .o great, calm had gy
parently enveloped the Chicef J ustice, in that kis bearing was more dign
fied and serene, his active -participation in the round table discussions ha

(188

God, he
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practically ceazed, he scemed content to reason within bimself, merely
expressing his views, leaving debate to othérs. Not that he failed to
interest himsel? in the proper decision of cases, nor that his strength ap-
peared to be signally waning,—just an alocfness which my observant and
disterning friend noticed witlh concern, thought was portentous, and so
stated fo me. T was unable te appreciate the significance of the mani-
festation, as no particulir change was noticeable in the privacy of our
conversations as consulting wates; but when afterwards cawme the time of
retrospéction, it scemed perfeetly eloar that the spirit bad simply poised
for its long and momentous flight.

And so he finished his work and slipped away from us with no other
warning, and none of us exeept the one had scewmed to note that.

Althengh it was only in the later years of his life that T came to know
him incimately, it was iy great jirivilege to serve with him hore for

‘about six and a balf years next before his death. During this period I
was honored to be his counsulting mate continuounsly for several years, and
this afforded me an opportunity to learn somcthing of the qualitics that
made. him the great man and the great. judge that he was.

As the chief officer of the court, s was so kind and considerate as to
enzble ne, the freshman of the court, to lay aside embarrassment and to
feel at home in his presecnce and with the court. Ie. did not assert au-
thority as one conscious of higher rank, but served always as a mere com-
pupion aud fellow workér.

Fiis passing brougkt to a elese fruly a remasrkable life, one full of years
and full of vsefulness. For more than half a cenfury ke served the people
of his State in responsille position; and considering what was done by
him direetly, together with the forces he influenced, few, if any; other men
huve left or will ever leave such an imprint on the life of this State.

He gave not only of his own life, hut zlong with the godd and faithful
wife te whom he was always so devoted, he réared for the: people of this
State and country, vorthy sons and danghters who are now serving with
uséfulness and distinetion in numerous branches of human endeavar,
notably in law and in government, in the ministry, in medicine, in com-
meres, fayming, teaching. The success of all of these young men and young'
women, and their value to the world, mmust come us a keritage irom these
parents, and be aceredized in part to the Iife. of him whose emory we
honor on thiz cceasion.

As one lias just snid in thig¢ prescnee, Judge Russell was the Greas
Jommoner of his generation. Ile fought his own rugged way, and in
doing 8o waus fighting always for the comuon mun,  Perhaps no other man
ever know well and personally so many people in this State. Is there a
village or even a home, in the entire Staic, where his nawe is not a
familiar term, wherd he is not known for his homnanly qualities as well
a3 for his official acte? Men of high rauk and low were all the same {o
hir, end his universal human gsympathy and understanding, limited by
1o race or creed, were among his outstanding personal qualifties. Pauper
snd millionaire had eyual entrée into hiz presence and feeéived the same
dourtesy and consideration. This is not a mere fignre of specch, but iimes
and occasions could be specified.  These personal aitributss naturally af.
fdeted his judieial thinking, and often gave color to his ofieial utterances.
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In a just and honorable sénse hie regarded every man as his equial, byje
none as bis superior, and condueted himself aeccordingly. :

His services as Solivitor-General in the oarly days of his. publie cares
evidently aceentuated his matural appreciation of the right of persongi
liberty and schooled him in the great principles as well as the fine poings
of the law designed to protect it. Ilis expericnce gs a prosecuting. dffoey
tended not in the slightesit degree to render his sensibilitices callous, pbus
on the confrary, tempered his poiut of view as a public officer and made
him, as it were, a constant and vigilant watchman for fair and impartial
trial in all eases in which he was concerned, whether ag proseentor; deo-
fender or judgs, where life or liberty waz involved. As an appellate cour
judge, he insisted. on rial without ervor, and we might say almost withoys
suspicion of errer, before wffirming a conviefion ’n_x" which life or ﬁberljr;y
‘would be faken. Detesting crime and eriminal tendenvies sas vehement]
as any one, yet, as was generally known, he was more ready to reverse g *
conviction for slight error thux most of those with whom he was asso
ciated. Why was this true? The answer is plain to those swho réally
knew lim. It was beeause of his deep conviction that before: any person
may be deprived of the liberty which the law would seck o forfeit in a
erimingl ease, the law onght to give to the accused a frial without faulf
or blemish, such as it is ezpeble of giving. He could hardly recognize
harmless or unsubstantial error in such csses. His attitude was sihp]y
one of extreme caution to see that no individual, whoever. or wheitéver he
might be, should be .deprived of life or liberir withount a fair and -im-
partial trial, ome so clearly fair and Impuriial that- therd could be ¥o
doubt or question about it.

In the realm ef equity, hig génius as a judee found its most congenial .
atmosphere. It was here that the courts could approzch wost nearly. to
the ideal of natural justiece. Tndead, it mizht be said that to him equity’
real aim. was natural jusbics, and hs 'so employed it, unless restrained hy:
the plainest limit of its office or function.

The dooks are full of casés in whieh he insisted. that equiky should
take jurisdiction where others thoughy there was an adequate remedy 2
Iaw. The cases are few, where the question was raised; in which he did:
not feel that equity could give a more adequate and effisient remedy. Hore
than this, equity was an element always io be infuged into the law, leave
ing itg purpose and . purifying its juét«ice. :

Of course, heing the great jurist that he was, he undérstood the yule
of law and of equity togetlier with their boundaries; but both his de
cistons and his dissenting opinions will show a comsistent disposition td
Iogk upon the facts of each partieular cage, under adhérance to the view”
that there is no law without facts. To him there was no Prodrust; '
rulg, bot Inw and ejuity, especially the latter, were growing principle
shaping their functions to meet the exigencies of life and new facts and
¢onditions ariging.

What has just been said refers not only to the bent of his legal mind,
but they illustrate the heart of the man. Tt may be well doubted £hat
any judge ever wroteé many opinions without eommit’t.i'ngf some errors il
errgrs wepe comthitted by «Judge Russell, it is safe to, say that they
‘usmally if not always, on the side of merey. .
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He prepared for the court hundreds add hundreds of deeisions, many
of them eases of outstanding importance, and filed many dissenting opin-
fons. His influence .upon the adminisiration of the law by this court and
by the other gourts of this State will live as long as the courls them-
selves shall last.

He chafed at technicalities and swept: them aside wherever possible. He
made the law itself more Jav-abiding, and equity more equitable,

Two classes for whose rights. lie was especially jealots within the law
were widows .and orphans. Flow many times have we who had the priv-
ilege of serving with him observed the manuer and tope of his vojce when
lie spoke of the widow's right of -year’s support in cases involving that
right in the adiministration of estates?

Remarkable it is that the last decision written by hiin was a suit by-a
widow. Grice v, U. 8. F. & G. Co., 187 Ga. 259, The opinion wag delivered
on Friday, Deeember 2nd, before his death on Saturday, December 3rd.
By his decisiopn the widow lost in this eourt, but it must bave been a
satisfaction to him that, according to the deeision, the widow’s rights were
not foreclosed.. Tt was mevely ruled that whatever clajmi she had should
be filed in the first instence with the Department of Industrial Relations,
instead of being presented by original petition to thé Superior Coutt.

So 1t is, also, that the very last case in.the decision of which he per
tieipated, not writing the opinion, was & suit in which the rights of orphans

were involved, Goree v. Georgia Industrial Home, 187 Ga. 368. The: record

does not shew that he participated at all in the décision of the. latter
ease, but the writer remembers well that the decision was read en banc
some time before it was finully handed down, and Chief Justice Russell
conenrred, with afirmative comment and expression of approval. The de-
cision wag not delivered, however, until November 19, 1938, when he was
absent. becavse of illness and was correctly so marked on the record. Mo-
tion for a-rehearing was fled, and this came on for consideration on De-
cember 3rd. The writer discussed the case in the light of the motion, with
the Chief Justice in his office ab the Capitol sbout 2 o'clock in the after-
noon.  After a consideration of the law and the facts, he stated to me
that under the texms of the will and the facts appearing he thought the
fund in controversy ought to go in trust to some orplianage, as desired by
the:festator, ‘and thai the motion for rehemring should he denied. Such
was the efféet of the decision oz thea being considered, and suth wis the

-final determination. The death of the. Chief Justice, however, eame before

the motion for rehéaring twas formally passed” upon and denied by the
court as & whele, on December 8, 1938. Ag stated, this was the last case
considered by kim, death having severed hiz legal relation to this court
about six hours afterwards. The first Qecision prepaved by Chief Justice
Russell after he became a member of this court was in Georgian Company
v, Jones, 154 Ga. 762, 4 case which involved lidbility of suretics, and which
came’ to the Supreme Court on questions certified by the Court of Appeals.
" At the timé of his death and to thé present time, he was the only man
ever clected Chiel Justice by the people, without previous appointmerit.
The man that he defeated was a mosf. able- and illustrious jurist, and it
was not for any failt on his part that he was displaced by Judge Russell.
The reasen was, the proved and recognized ability of Judge Russell,



e MEMORIAL Ga",) CHIRF JUSTICE RICHARD B: RUSSELL. 895

that “life is but. a. nuirow vale Lictween bwo. eternitics?” of 6 fnuss with

‘coupled Wwitli a spxrlted thouglf Jaudable anibitioh, and a ¥ Y
thie poet:

nation to swneceed: Decrwns fater delivered by Clnef J1 ;
‘proof of the fnct that lie himself had the.gréatest rﬂspect for the, perg
zu'd the &blldv of.his predcﬂo:sor, for he many tlmes quoted ”\’Vith '_‘

“Our birth is but a sleep and o forgetting;
The-sonl that rises with ug,-our life’s Star,
Hath liad elseéwlere its. setting” ’

‘Whether these tlmws be true in whole or in pmt only, the :eonvietion:
would still liold, that. as the life’s Sfar of «qur friend lad its setting here,
<t wag At the same time riging in some gredtex and ftier ToAnoFToW,

The snb_]ect of tlus n,~pome was 1ndependent alwa,ys, boc‘
and in aetion, Tad ‘Keé Wéen a polidy making officer, it i
Swould have voted hiw conivictions. on public questions, defe‘ndmg

thcn or later, baicue his co:wshtuencv- fo :o fnx as relmted to t}ie By Mr. Cuier Justrce REID.

-';h.l,ped by Lt
strated kis prowess over zmd Qyer ag.un as a c-lmpmgn 39
to hold his ear 1o the gr ound, and@ wag not.a. time server. ;
with him followed; they may bave given counsel, hut they did. gt gmd’
'oi-"di‘x"eét ‘Him. ’llmse who be]n*vcd in hun aid s Jmphclﬁly tmd thhou

‘We notice there: hangs on the wall of the éourt to-diy a magdificent
portiait, aid I .am instiucted by -thé coart to abknowlidge recéipt: of it
Jdrom the members of the late Clitef Justice Rusgelils family. The portrait
iwill be treasured and preserved as a possession of thé court.

Now, with, the record having besn made of these proc‘eedihgs as g further
‘mark of Tespect to the uoce‘lsed Jurist the edurt Wwill stand adjourned
until tomorrow morning,

‘gouft: quote hxs st.v.tements bv naimg, and. that wlth appaxent Fi3s
Hmt hi} nal and com']uslve qut}mni, ‘hag been cited.

It is ‘uoﬁ the purpOsr: or ulllS 1espnnse to illastrate the lpbe aid,
Clnef J'ustme ns A xan of pm fo"tmn F[s \vas nronumely human an(

‘been struck: AS‘ in- oflier m.LtLel s, mke i count. a5 YRyl
in detexmiping value.or imsolvency. By this st.mdarrl Judg‘ Russell
indeed a vreat and a good man. So eniinent: and outatandmg is th
lnlimce of gcod fhiaf whatever faults he may }xave nad are cﬂ' G

lcy ]umseh: a% the top of B bca,uln.u'l lxnoll a fow }mndred
fa.xmlv doxmmle, opened lxrst for hls, own a.ahea, :md th
‘it were; by hingelf after déath; as n new family cemeter

0ne~ canngt: thmk of guch a mian \Vlthout feq.hng tha.t»



. Georgla, the.son of William John snd Rebecca Harriet (Brumby) Russell. He was

of English ancestry, his people being among the earliest English settlers in this

- country, Hig father was & well-known manufacturer of cotton cloth and yaruns in

Georgis,
Young Rusgell did not go through the ordinary school prepargtion for college.
He was prepared by his mother, a very talented woman, and his grandfather, Profes-

sor Bichard T, Brumby. FHe entered the Sophomore Class by exsminastion and was

' graduated from the University of Georgis with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in

~ the Class of 1879,  The next year he devoted to the study of lew and gradusted in

1
1
i

July 1880 with the degree'of Bachelor of Laws.

He started the practice of law in Athens. His father was amply able %o give

7 him support while he was getting a start in the legal profession, but that didn't

J sult the young lawyer. He told the writer that he made up his mind that he would

E sink or swim by himself and that he would not call on his father for one cent., He

sald that he kept that promise, that he rented him a room in Athens for five

dollars per month, cooked his own meals for quite a while, some days was a little

" hungry but wouldn't tell amybody about it, end after & short while made encugh

money to live decenfly.

He was a young man of ambition. He made up his mind he would enter public

: life and a few months after hisg twenty-first birthdsy was elected as representative

é from Clarke County in the General Asgembly of Georgis, a position he filled with

credit for seven years. It was during this term of sgervice that he succeeded in

- getting a bill through the legislature gppropriating money for repéii%;§:6f3§§oligge

o

f and other buildings on the cempus, the first direct approPriation madaw ﬂthe -
EE

|

N

University by the state in fifty years. Although he was the younges mher /of
AR
the house of representatives, he served four years as chairman o{ th “gow_ \ng Ny

on Rules, one of the highest ranking committees in that body. In igég immediateiy
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following his gervice in the legislature he was elected Solicltor General of the

Western Circuit and filled that office eight years. In 1896 he resumed the practice

of lew, moving from Athens to Winder, Georgla. Two years later he was elected

Judge of the Superior Courts of the Weatern Circuit and remained on the bench eight
years until 1906, when he resigned to enter the race for Governor of Georgia.

There were five entriea in this race. Judge Rusgell ran gecond. The winner was
Hon, Hoke Smith, afterwards United Ststes Senator.

About this time the Court of Appeals was organized in Georgia. Without his
knowledge some of Judge Russell's friends entered him gs & candidste and he was
elected by a large majority. He was re-elected without opposition. In 1916
he resigned though his term of office lacked several years of ending. After a
few years in active ?ractice, he decided jo ma%e the race for the position of

e ]  adan o
Chiaf—Justic;L Fish wag his opponent seelking re-elaction, but Judge Russell received
a very largevmajority of the votes. In that office he served with distinction

until his death in 1940, a period of eighteen years. He was a member of the

Americen Bar Assoclation, the Americen Law Institute, the Georgia Bar Agsocistion,

the Atlanta Burns Club, Free end Accepted Masons and Independent Order of 0dd
;:”““fbllovs, of which last order he was eme Grand Master,

Judge Bussell was twice married, Hig first wife was Miss Marie Louige Tyier,
of Barnesville, Georgia. She dled in 1886, three years after their marrisge.

In 1891 he married Misg Ina Dillard, davghter of Mr. and Mrs. Fielding Dillerd,
of Oglethorpe County. Mrs. Bussell and thirteen children are still living. The

thirteen children of Judge and Mrs. Russell are: Mrs. S. Gordon Greene, wife of

Lt, Colonel S. Gordon Greens, U.S.A., Ina Dillard Bugsell, member of the bar of

Marylend, New Jersey and Georgla; Mrs. James H, Bowdon, whose hgsb& d

of the Savannsh brench of the Atlanta Federal Reserve Bank; Riphard

Jr, ,now a mem?er of the Uniyed Stateg Senate from Georgia, forﬁgr Gq
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. ‘Georgla, énd forﬁer Spéaker of)fhé Georgia house of representatives; Mré.'5.~3.
lSharpton, of EKnoxville, Tennessee, whose hugband is associated with the Reconstructi§n
' Finance Corporation; Walter Brown RBussell, éf Burlington, for several yaa:sl
" superintendent of the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company fof Northicagolina aﬁd |
South Carclina; Mrs. Hugh Peterson, whose husband hé;wbzen for geveral yeprs &<—
ff”lcbngressmgn from the Fyvgt District of Géorgia: ¥illiam John and‘Fieldihg Diliard
o ﬂussell, twing, the former manager of the Grest Atlantic and ngific Tea Cbmpany
in Sylvea, North céroliha, the latter professor of English at the South Geérgia
Teachers College; Rev. Henry Edward Bussell, Presbyterisn minister; Alexander
" Brevard Russell,:practicing physician, Wiﬁdgr, Goorgia; =nd Mrs. Raymond Nelsonm,
."hwhose husgband is a,Pfesﬁyterian minister, who served as a chaplain in World War II.
Judgé BuSSeli had an ambition to occupy a seat in the United States Senate.
/He was convinced that the farmers were not getting a sqnare deal and he wanted to

I

try his hand in getting legiglatéon through that would help them. The opportune

time did not come for him to mgke the race and then, too, he was devoted to his
v‘work on the Supreme Bench. | | | |
But Fate hed in store for him a rich compensation and when that came;hé wag
g;ad he wasfhot in the Senate. In 1932 he drove over ;o mny hodsakin Athens and
did me the ﬁonorfto consult with me on the question és %o whether his son;
‘ ;Bichard B, Russell Jr., should make the race for United States Senator against
Bor. Charles H. Crisp. I t0ld him to tell Dick to piteh his hat in the. ring, that |
“he had recently won the race for the governorship, that his organization was
intact and everything waes propitious. A few days later the anﬁouncement was forth-

: coming and in the election that followed Dick Bussell Jr. was elected Squtor. I

now let thy servant depart in peace.

‘And Senaxor Russell has fulfilied hls father's dream.

s&fm—m@
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occasions.’has secured much legislation for their benefit and is there to speak
for them in the criticsl days &et to come.

The writer is not a politician and perhaps what he said to Judge Russell
had 1little or nofhing to do with the announcement for the Senate, but the Judge
always geemed to think I had good political judgment and he simply wanted to know
vhat 1 thought about it. I appreciated his confidence, even though I recognized a
lack of resl ability t& advige.

As Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia he rendered decisions in a
large number of importent cases. Some of hig decisions renk alongside the best
in the history of the American Judiciary.‘

Judge Russéll. throughout his long and useful life, was alwsys deeply
interested in education, from the elementary schools through the University. He
maintained that a college education should be placed within the reach of every
poor boy and every poor girl in the state whose mental achievements were such as
to guarantee success in college, but who were deprived of that opportunity through
lack of money with which to meet their necessary expenses.

He once outlined a plan that he had in mind that was unigue in its provisions.
He hed conceivedﬂthis idea when he was a young man but had never been able to
convinece enough people of the soundness of the plan. Even up to 0ld age he
cherished the hdpe that something of this kind would be provided for by the state.

In brief Judge Bussell's plan was this! that the state should issue one
million dollars’pf bonda to be converted into a loan fund; that loans be made from
that fund to Georgzia boys and girls seeking a college education; that the losn
notes taken from the borrowers should bear the seme interest rate as, &heﬁé%aﬁe .

might be called upon to pay on 1tg bonds; that these notes bhe placedg// a-i\$ lovel §?§

SR
and one girl graduate from high gchool who gave promise of abllity tg peet th&-é
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requirements of a college educations that the makers of the notes, within a
reasonable time be required to make repayment and that the sum so repald be
deposited back 1n‘the loan fund to be lent to others from year to yesar.

In this way he believed that nothing except i1l health or death could prevent
the repayment of the notes and the preservation of the original fund intact.:. Hig
plan, in simple lenguage, was nothing more than the use of state eredit, to
secure the money with which to establish the fund. He believed that the interest
repaid by the borrowers would eventually take care of the interest on the bonds
and thet the repsyments, made as certain and secure as taxes, would protect the
corpusg of the funé. and that the state would come out without financiad logs.
Judge Bussell was intengely interested and often expresse& his conviction that the
plan would some day be put into operation.

Judge Bussell served a number of Years as President of the Board of Trustees
of the Georgis State college for Women at Milledgevi lle, Georgia, and by virtue
of that office held membership on the Board of Trustees of the University of
Georgia. Much of;the advancing usefulness of those two institutions was due %Yo hig
untiring labors.

He was devoted to his friends and would go full length in their behalf. He
was & cloge friend of Judge George F. Gober, and was largely instrumental in
electing him as President of the Lumpkin Law School. When the movement to re-
organize the faculey of that school took shape and the proposition was made to
gecure & younger man to ﬁeaﬁ the Law School, 2 man thoroughly conversant with the
Hoage system" method of instruction, Judge Russell threw the weight of hiSa;n~

I o

— e
fluence asgainst it, He did not think a new head of the law schoql‘s??gfé'di lacy,

Judge Gober. He lost his fight, as the Board of Trustees thougﬁt othba

being greatly disappointed, he tendered hig resignation as chairman

of Trustees. His colleagues refused to accept it and persuaded him ‘.'i:

1t. Judge Gober remained as a member of the law faculty for some %1me thereaf;ér.
“2y af Geett




~ Judge Buéséll»served as chairman of fhe Board of Trustees from
~7to Dgéember’}l} 1931, On that dey the Board of Trustee§ went out of existence,
and the Board of Régenﬁs; anthorized under the act of the legislature to taks
»}cha:ge of ali the state éﬁpporiea‘instituticns 6f higher learning in Georgiat
- began its work Janvary 1, 1932, But Judge Russell was not throu@h with his super-
;visory educational work Hs had been appointed as a member of the new Board of
Regents. He gerved on the Board several years. |

Judge Russelllmade a close study of all the 1awsiof the stéte touching the
' University from the day its charter was issued in 1785 and contributed to the

Georgza Law. Review An its issue of June 1928 an erticle on The Legal History of

;on that subJect and on. which in writlng this story of the University the writer
:has in seversl instances relied. : ) -
v While Judge Bugsell was a member of the Presbyterian church, he had often,
remarked that/he,wished no preacher to aelijef a sermon at hig fﬁneral. buﬁ ﬁhat
héhy}friqnd who hed known him thr&ugh 1ife.might say whatever he wished to say on
i;thaé occasion. On;the’réquest of the familﬁ, conveyed to me by Senator Eussell |
;the vriter on that occasion pald sincere tribute to the dead Jurist in the presence
‘of hundreds of friends in the church at Winder..
‘ Prom young boyhood when he wzs a student on the old campus, across many years

 unt11 he faced thezﬁestern hills, Richard B, Russell, Class of 1879, ranked among

the ablest, most active and mogt faithful friends of the Univérsity ofAGeorgia.

| S U e e v o e

. the University of Georg:.a which ¢can be uged authorntatively in any argicle wrltten
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A Heart for Any Fate

The Biography of Richard Brevard Russell Sr.
Sally Russell
The first biography of the Patriarch of the Russell Family

Born in 1861, eldest in a white, middle-class Southern family
that lost every-thing material in the American civil war, Richard
Russell grew up consumed with ambition to make a name for
himself. His dream was to found an out-standing family and to
hold the three highest offices in Georgia: Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, Governor, and United States Senator. In striving
for these ambitions, he married twice and ran for public office
seventeen times. Although elected to lesser offices, he lost races
for chief justice, governor, Congress, and the U.S. Senate. He
was elected to the first Georgia Court of Appeals in 1906 and to
the Supreme Court as chief justice in 1922.

His first wife, Minnie Tyler, died in childbirth in 1886, leaving
him bereft, but five years later he married again. With Ina
Dillard he formed an exemplary marriage relationship that
produced fifteen children, thirteen of whom sur-vived to become
responsible adults, credits to effective parenting. The eldest son,
Richard Brevard Russell Jr., fulfilled the gubernatorial and
senatorial dreams of his father, becoming governor of Georgia
in 1931 and U.S. senator from Georgia in 1933, when he was
thirty-five years old. He served thirty-seven years in the United
States Senate and became Georgia’s premier statesman of the
twentieth century. Thanks to their father’s emphasis on
education and his willingness to pay for it, the Russell children
studied law, medicine, the min-istry and teaching and became
respected professionals in their careers. The glory and difficulty
of patriarchy come clear in this story of social and familial
structures that both restricted and strengthened conscientious
middle and upper-class white men of the post-Civil War South.

Sally Russell, former associate professor of French and English
at Gainesville College, now lives and writes in England. She is
the editor of Roots and Ever Green: The Selected Letters of Ina
Dillard Russell (Georgia 1999) and Shatter Me with Dawn: A
Celebration of Country Life (Georgia 2001). She is a
granddaughter of Richard Brevard Russell Sr.
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RUSSELL HOUSE

The Hogeclh Hotwe was bt In 193 by
Richard Breverd Russoll, St, I 1361-0, 1934,
apd” his wite, Ins Dillasg; B, J8082D0; 1053, wha
were marrled duse: 24, 100L  Plftéen hlldren
were bhorfs of {his maeclsge, Joudge Russet] wax
dletted  Chief  Jusfies.  Sipeeme  Courl  of
Georgla In 1922, ond served In his Eopngity
untll “his  denth; Mrs. Risdell war GCeorglas
Mother of thé yeas-in 1850, In.IB54, the late
Scnator Hichard B. Ruoesgedl, Jr. the oldest. a0
became the awner of 'the hivugae add-made It hia
nome unt hls dénth: WLIOTL- ] )

Russedl  Mimorlol  Park otd Cohatery
logated 1o the “South of-ilie House.

Yk rsain in I T g Lo G @ b Ly

Richard Russell House Historical Marker

Located on the Athens Highway (Ga. 53/Ga. 8), 5 Miles East of Winder, Ga.
(Text)
RUSSELL HOUSE

The Russell House was built in 1912 by
‘Richard Brevard Russell, Sr., B. 1861 - D. 1838,
.and his wife, Ina Dillard, B. 1868 - D. 1953, who

were married June 24, 1891. Fifteen children
were born of this marriage. Judge Russell was
elected Chief Justice, Supreme Court of
Georgia in 1922, and served in this capacity
until his death. Mrs. Russell was Georgia's

Mother of the year in 1950. In 1954, the late

http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahistmarkers/russellhistmarker.htm 8/27/2004
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Senator Richard B. Russell, Jr., the oldest son,
- became the owner of the house and made it his

home until his death in 1971.

Russell Memorial Park and Cemetery is

_located to the South of the house.
THIS MARKER WAS ERECTED BY THE WINDER LIONS CLUB & AUXILIARY, 1977
Note: This marker has the seal of the Barrow County Historical Society.

Photo: Ed Jackson

© Carl Vinson Institute of Government, The University of Georgia

Go to Georgia Historic Markers page

This page has been accessed | [%] | times from sites outside the Institute sincé February 8, 2000. This

page was last modified on .

http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahistmarkers/russellhistmarker.htm 8/27/2004
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News and Events

Upcoming...

Tales from the Assassination Tapes: Why Johnson and Russell Doubted
the Warren Report

A Book Talk by Max Holland, Author of The Kennedy Assassination:
Tapes. ‘

3:30 pm, Wednesday, September 29, 2004

The Chapel, University of Georgia

Author and journalist Max Holland discusses research and findings from his
recently published book, The Kennedy Assassination Tapes. This major
documentary history gives a full chronicle of the presidential conversations of
Lyndon Johnson regarding the Kennedy assassination and its aftermath. A
leading scholar of the-assassination, Holland transcribes and places in context
the telephone calls President Johnson made and received as he sought to
stabilize the country after November 22, 1963.

The event is free and open to the public. Reception and book signing follow in
Demosthenian Hall. The Chapel is located on North Campus. Parking is
available in the North Campus Parking Deck located on S. Jackson Street.

Generous support for this program is provided in part by the University of
Georgia Alumni Association and the University of Georgia Libraries.

Please visit the Russell Library to view an exhibit focusing on Senator Richard
B. Russell's participation in the Warren Commission.

A Russell Library 30th Anniversary Event

A Heart for Any Fate: The Biography of Richard-Brevard Russell,.Sr.

A Book Talk by Authoer:Sally-Russell. ~» S5 \aRW5S€@ a0\ - Lo ™M )
2:00-4:00 pm, Sunday, October 24, 2004 3 | —“fm?’“"‘ﬁ

'Russell Library ) ‘-@,&(\O\BS @ ™ML r\bsﬂ‘. oy (oM

Author Sally Russell discusses researching and writing the first
biography of her grandfather, the patriarch of the Russell family.
Russell, Sr. served in the state legislature (1882-1887), as
solicitor-general of the western circuit of the superior courts of
Georgia (1888-1896), as judge of the superior court of the western |[=«i%
circuit (1898-1902), on the first Georgia Court of Appeals (1906-
1916), and as Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court (1922-
1938).

Reception will follow. q’q,g -A% (9:\’ - RQS(D

A Russell Library 30th Anniversary Event

Read more about the book...

Power To The People!

http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/newsevents/main.html 10/26/2004



