


BENJAMIN H. HILL served on the Georgia Court of Appeals 1907-1513 and
1920-1922. He was born in LaGrange, Georgia, July 1, 1849, and died
July 19, 1922.

He attended the University of Georgia in 1866, finishing a four-year
course in three years, receiving an art degree, was graduated from the
Law Department in 1871, receiving a law degree. He was a charter
membercof Chi Phi fraternity.

Judge Hill's baptized name was Cicero Holt Hill, but he changed it
while at college in order to take the same name as his father out of
admiration for him.

He married Mary Carter of Athens, who passed away in 1890. Two years
later he married Janie May Hill of Wilkes County, and of this union two
children were born -Mrs. Edward M. Leath and Benjamin Harvey Hill IIT.
He practiced law first in the partnership of B. H. Hill & Son and later
with his brother Charles D. Hill. He served four years in the General
Assembly; he was Solicitor-General of the Atlanta Circuit, and U. S.
District Attorney for the Northern District of Georgia. He was elected
as one of the original three judges of the Georgia Court of Appeals,
serving from January 1, 1907, until November 1, 1913, as its first
Chief Judge. He resigned from this position to become the Judge of the
Superior Court of Fulton County. He was defeated in a reelection bid
for this office. He then practiced law for two years, after which he
made a successful race for reelection as a member of the State Court of
Appeals, serving again in this capacity from November 15, 1520, until
the date of his death.

Highlights of his life are found in the memorial to him in 29 Georgia
Appeals Reports, pages 801-810. It is said he was "unparalleled in
efficiency, brilliancy, and the amount of work done." In one of his
opinions he said, "I recognize but one master -the law, and I hear but
one voice -justice." It was said he loved and practiced the Golden
Rule, that "he hated sham and hypocrisy, and love of right and justice
was almost an obsession." In one of his opinions he emphasized that
ngubtle distinctions or over-nice constructions which tend to destroy
or render doubtful the enforcement of right and justice should not be
favored."
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In 1872 the partnershxp of B. H. Hil & Son was formed. for the
prm.tme wof Iy i Atlanta, and Mp. Hill” a8 ah agtive rhémber of this
fiemi for forir. years and. wotil 18:6, when he was appmnted ;solicitor-
;'rcm,ral oF the Ailants civenit by Govetsor Golqmtt He wak twice

elected to tn 5 office: by the General ‘\ssemblv, ‘but deélined a ihird termy
to. aceept- the oﬂlce of United States district attoriiey “for- the northern’
disiriet: of Genrgm, to- which le Was appomb,d by President. Cleveland.
‘g of the daily’ newspapers in Atla,nta, after referrma 16 lis: record.
as sohmtor-general pald Jiim “thia ‘,hlvh tribute:  ©This record is un-
pardlleled in efficiency, brilliancy; and the amount of ~vork done, Thefe:
is no bstter prose i i - officey -than Mr. Hill~none thaé has made:
ga. fine ;a récoxil. \lodcst quxet, devoted ‘to hiz duty, Mr. Hill hos Won:
the admiration and approval of every one who ias taken: motice of his
work. . A better éfticer mever, served. the State?

In 1839 he: formed & la%- partners‘up with his. hrother, Gharles' IV,
Hill, shio for miny years was the able and Drilliant solicitor-genersl
of the: Atlanta cxrcunt having Suecéeded Wis brotlier iw thiat: office, . This.
purtnerslup continued 4n_ existence until Janopry 1; 1907 - ;

Tn 1906 the: Court of Appeals was created, and. Mr, Hill was ‘p‘i‘e-
vailad uporn to tnake ‘the race for one, of the judgeships, He w id:

" over @ large pumber of cofitéstants, Aniong Whori Wefe gome. of the abi
members 6f the. GLorgxa, bar:  When the court, . was or'ranued lie awvas
by common conae.nt—on aéeount’ of Hig. age;. experience;. and " abili -
récoinized as thie logiesl selection for. the fixgt head .of the court: e
wag: ‘Chief Jndge.of thi ‘cpure: fiom. January l 1.)07 tor November 1,
1913, and, 4s suehy had a large part in .ecta.bbshmn thig ¢ourt in the
conﬁdenee of the bar and ‘the puhhc‘ ‘On.the daute last mentioned J udge -
Hill reswned froin. the Court: ofi Appeals; <o «cdept tle oftiéd of _)udge..
of the superior court .6f the Atlanta Gircuit, tendered Tim ‘by Goyernor
Slatori. Umortuno.tclv Judge Hill Hiad. never beén n prov1dnnt ‘piax, and. .
“his, .genervsity, to s “family and friends luept ‘Hin well up with luc ) e
siicoie.. e therefore felt it his duty to ‘his family 1o gecept th e .
sition of ndsi priuy ‘Judge; because the Pmoh‘m\enh wers mrger Str
that: tbh ‘slipuld ‘have been ‘true, bubt happily this unfiir dlscummatxon\
aguinst. the appel dte. judges xo: foliger exists. His record as a. trial
Judge is one of “whieh his yostenh may well be proud. He wis égurs .. -, -
teous,, considerages and abcolutely fédrless. in uph ding the dignity mxd
m.;‘]ésf;vrof the law: Here. Judge Hill ereonn v frs }
: to history .and Jusf {o: Judge : ,nemors m xav
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te, and thereby. he iieurréd the enm:ty of lﬂrge clags oF

hommm thh a ! fe.v oube dxssatlsncd elements, encom m.ssed
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he lw.d r*n‘en the: besn ve‘m, oi hlm hfe to the publxe Sex ’; .
reached an age. where it was: difficidt o begin again and. build up & hew .
© pragtice, he Fetuined. to the bar unda.untec, without iualieé; grid. bm\,clv

get dbout; “to- re-establish himsell’ in fhe piactice. For t“o yeats AR
pmctxuzd in association with his ncphew, Harvey “Hill, L&Q., n- the )
City of Atlanta, and: youhger agiembers of the: ba,r drew: from ipe" "
experience wnd called him to their agsistunce: in xmpurtant ca.ses

0t Athm;, daurrhj:cr of - Sainuel Cuter, of Murmv enuntv. and. e
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Soon: t]m. mmc came for the eledtion of ‘i, ]udgc oi this equrt; and
dudge, Hill sought -clection to, this aflice; hoth hecause he lovnd tha- ’WorkA ‘
ni Tecause he w:mled t6 vindiéate Yis judicinl .record Liefore the eople
of thie swldle Stnie He wag elected by & - substan'hal ‘migjority;. aﬁd I;\e
and his friends devepted: it 8. eompléte- vindidution of his previous
1‘|_1d1culxl record. He was sworn in ngain as a Jndge of this ‘couit. on
i«;n'nleg;k;er 15, 1920, wnd served as sucli iintil the day uf ‘hig death, Julv

\11. Ml wag miarvied twu.e,——the first time to Miss. Mary. CarLer,

Lu)vernor '\Hrod H Colqum: Ske diel Jn 1990 o 1892 Mr,
d \Il Janie May- Hill, d‘mgnfer of James Duboss. Hill, ot Wllkes
. She and o eliildrén survive the -deceased, the chnldrcn Demg
Mas, Edward M. Leathy of Bummgha.m, Ala. i find Benjamin Hm'vey
BEFiT ;II . & promisifig Foung ian preparing fo -enter the Jegal profession,
In 180 Mr. 'Hill published’ & volume of the life .and speeches of lus'
sHustii s father, dnd in hig 'heo.tmeuf, of fthe subject manifesied 2
mnadest n.nd -delicate sense .of” the: propnthes. The “compilation is riog onlv-
a yaluable. contribution to. the history: of (_.eorgla during the dark end
stormy days through which. gha. passed, but. is ‘& woik> of: gireat - literar: )
e\cellence. : d
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Judge Hill wag a:writer and: an orator of mupked ability,
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style, and lucidity of expression, which was characteristic of all lis
opinions. One might differ with his c¢onelugions, but @here wats ravely
ever any doubt as to the meaning of his language. Among the best
of his opinions in the first volume of the court’s reports may be wmen-
iioned these in the following cases: dAlenta, Nnowville & Northern Ry.
Co. v. Smith, p. 162, iovolving the construction of the statute of Ten-
negsee on the subject of death by wrongful act; King Mfg. Co. v. Welton,
p. 403, in which cerlain phases of the law of master and servant arc
cliborately discussed; Shaiplon v, State, p. 342, dealing with expression
of opinion on the facts by trinl judges, and laying down the rule by

D

whiali they should be governed.
In one of the early opinions written by Judge Hill {dtlante, Knozville

& Northern Ry. Os. v, Sweith, 1 Ga. App. 171} he well éxpressed the bent

of his mind voward the adminisiration of justice in the courts, az fol-
lows: “Subile distineticns or over-nice constructions, which tend to
destroy or render doubiful ‘the enforcement of right and justice, shoull
not be favored. The trend of wedern judicial ntlerance is to make
}lajn the pathway of the law, and ito make impossible the defead of
substantial rights hy merve fechnicalities”

His- fazility of expression may be illustrated by the stalement in
King Mjg. Co. v. Waltor, 1 Ga. app, 403, that “The lay is not quick to
condemn acty of cmplayees as negligence, when such aets resull from a
zealous, rutflier than a eareless performance of duby.”

The ease of Uelwllough v, Sinle, 10 Ga. App. 403, illnstrates his in-
nate Jove of justice and #ils determination lo have it meted oub (o all
li‘;‘,:i;:ﬂnté, however lLnmble they might be. In that case a negro whe
bud been convieted of a heinous offense was granted a wpew {rial De-
cause thie trial judge deprived him of Lis right to poll the jury.

The sequel to that ease was fn re Fite, 11 Qo App. 665, In the opin-
ion prepiared hy Judge Hill he demonstraied his high regard for ph’e
integrity of the ca_urt‘s and the orderly adminisiration of the law. He
said (p. 679): “J{ courts fail to enforce g‘esv,pcc.t, if they do not strive
Lo preserve their independence and fo maintain inviolate their judicial
integrity, they will not enly lese their own self-respect, bub will be
reereant to the duty they owe to the State” His ringing declaration
on page G90 is well worthy of repetition, becuuse it speaks in cloguent
Langunge his conception of law and justice. He said: “T yield v no
man in my loyally to the blood and iraditions of my own race, ln‘ﬂ‘,
~in the perfbrm:'mcé of my high and solemn duties as a. judge, T recognize
bui ome master—the law, and I hear but ome voice, — justice; and
no sentiment, however sacred, can lead me, as a judge, to deprive any
man, whatever his color or condition, or however humble his position;
of the equal protection”of the law and of that justiee to which T’ L‘hinl,c
he is entitled. Theé oath I took when T assumed the great trust of fhis
high office—1 will administer jusiice witliout respeet to person, ‘;md
do eyual rights to the poor and the rieh’,—was to me no meaning-
less formality. I conseerated rayself to a sacred chservance of that soleran
obligation., And in the conscientious performance of the hfgh frust,
adopting the language of a great English judge, ' The lies oi calu'mny
earry no lerror to me. I will not avoid doing what I think is right,
tf]c,\;gll it should draw on me the whole artillery of libcls—all that
falsehood and malice ean invent, or the credulity of a deluded populace
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can swallow ™™ \What a noble creed for & judge in aetive service, and
what a splendid epitaph for one who lhas finished his Tabors!

And in the same case he thus expressed in simple Innguunge bis views
of his relations with his associates: “In my oflicial velations with my
culaborers in the cause of law and justice 1 have ever striven to follow
the light of the Golden Rule, ‘ Do unic others as you would that others
do unte you’”’

Tn the case of Register v. Stite, 10 Ga. App. 623, 643, JTudge 1IN had
occasion to express his views with reference to the relative rights of
judge and jury, and denied to the trial judge the right to refuse to re-
ceive & verdict convicting the accused of an offense for which, under the
evidenes aml the charge of the eourt, he could not properly have been
couvieted. A najority of the court held that the judge had no righs
to refuse to reeeive the verdier, his autliority being limited w setting
the verdict astde upon review.

Thuere ig au authentic story {(unb of course in the record) in reference
to Woodward v. State, 13 Ge. App. 130, The opinion for the wmajority
was prepared by the Chief Judge, and they held that under the facts
presented the aceused had the right to withdraw his plea of gailly
and enter a plea of not guilty. The dissenting judge in that case had,
a short Lime before, prepared the opinion for the court in Grifiin v. State,
12 Gu. App. 615, in which, under ihe facts then presented, the cowmri
held that the acensed did have the right to withdraw his plea of guilty.
The writer of the opinion in that esse had related to Judge Hill an
amusing cownuent upon the Griffin case by one of the distinguished coun-
56} the State, in which, when asked to express his view of the
opinion, he laughingly vemarked that it would never be citad except to
he distinguished. When the dissenting opinion in the Woodiward case
was read to the Chiel Judge and he observed that at the very beginning
the dissenting judge felt obliged to distinguish the (riffin c:asc, Judge
Hill quietly remurked, “I1 would seemi that your distinguished iriend,
the vounsel for the State in the Griffin ease, made a just comment upen
your opinion in that case” Tke inecident is relaled shoply to illusirate
the delightiul sense of lumor which always characterized Juldge Hills
refafions with his associates, ]

The deeision in Underood v. Siute, 13 Ga. App. 206, well illustrates
Tudge Hill's profeund regard for (he constitutiofal rights of the citizen.
In order to uphold these rights in thav particular case the coutt perhaps
rai connter to some of the previsus decieions of the Supreme .Cowrt, haui,
so strong was Judge Till's conviction oo the subject of conslitutional
liberty, he did in thabt case what he did in every cas¢ involving similag
yuestions, — gave the accused the benefit of the doubt,

Some of those who did not know Judge Hill were afraid that his
long term of service as solicitor-general ana as prosecuiing atlorney in
the United Stdtes court would indin- him to ton much strictness in
favor of the enforeement of fthe criminal law aganinst- the aceused. His
whole judicial career disputes tlds assumption. His great heart and
his love of justice aligned him always, in cases of doubt, on the sile
of the weak and the oppressed. Iis consgption of the duty of a solicitor
general may Le gathered from his opinion in Manning v. State, 13 Ga,
App. 709, wlere the jundgment was reversed becanse of langnuge wsed
by the solicitor-general in argunent.
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Whin consideving what was the outstanding trait in: the character
of Judge Hill, we bélieve the- wellvnwll ‘unjversal ‘answer by those who
knew: hnn well would ber his Iove of truth .and ]uatxce. He hated sham
and hypoerisy; and love of right and Juatme waus alitost ‘an obsegsion
with him. His mwind. was. eminently fair. He w.x:.‘mc.mp.ihlo of any eon-

sideralble partxsanehxp, he nafurally gravitated foward the trufly le
was sm-'mla,rly fiee fromi prejudide. Hid “was a mind o hear. argument -

and to decidle, which peculiarly fitted him ‘for judicial pogition, and
moré* especially for a ¢ourt of review. He did not relish the partisai-
ship, the details and ‘the initiative, necessary toa law practice. Ile eared
little for jnsre monev-makmg. His. temperament was. p}ulo-,oplncal ITe
" togk things as they came, with calmmess and courage.

Judge Hill ‘was not woryied with .small pointd. His mind seized the -

strong- pesition in.a case and held to it, He believed law to.be a practigal
affair. Ameong his proniinént chai ncteristics were rare. nmreral courage;

fidelity o hig Jriends, and honesty of purpose. He was eharitable, -

. broad-minded, geénerous, and alto'wthvr free Triin rensitiveness i 'hls
intereourse with his fellow men.

Mis wis 2 umselfish life, IHis gréat love of truth, his passion for -

the correet and orderly adminisization of justice, his profound respech
for 1&%, his ample: and &cholarly mind, hi§ chivalrbus find gentle: héads,
and his love for humanity wvere all consecrated to patﬁo(gic :_.éervige. He
cdombined in ILis life thé lavish, .courageoul, aifid generous habits of the
best southern geptleman. He was intensely human. He was unafraid,
Mob clamdr and trials by pubhc opmwn outside. of ‘tlis. courb-honse dxd
not. inflyence hibm. The State well honors him beeguse: of his. gpléndid
achievémenty, His friends liomor him because .of these noble qualdities
of the -heart that made his presence und Gompunionsliip o blessing. and
an mspnatzon

it may be written -of him as he hiwseli suid, when spen.l'.mg on a
memorial eecasion of a dxstmrvuxshed friend: * Weary with -the, foil of
years, worn with, labors jn fhe piblie. service; crowned with duties ‘well
dona and honars nobly earned, he has found. rest. But to'its/1is 46 nob dead.
In the light of our nlwwn, ‘it canmot be so. Death coies to the tived
goul as af angel .of God. The great and goed do not die

His scholarly attainments are reflected in thé elegince and purity of
hig style i the opinichis’ p:epared by him for the. Court of Appeu.lb :
was nothiig narrow cr intolerant -about hint, Thouogh alivays dl“fmﬁt.d
hé wiis affnble, and had mady warm and intiinate friendships.’ He- gave
dignity to the benéh and euhanged respect for law. Ta dll thm'rs heé
g n true gentleman in the finest accaptation of -that word.

This. brief tribute to Judge -Mill is not extravagant. Ti it were, ‘it
“would do violenee to the: inemory of a man whosé mxm’ce -nodlesty ‘abhorred
fulsome praise and who swould not have hiy friends magnify Tig: virtues.

He was happy iit his home. 5111‘1'01111(1111"3 ‘e Joved home, life. and en- -

vironmenty be was deveted to his fmmly, geitle, affectionnte, and
considerate of their welfare. Time will Hiot wholly remove- their gmef
bt they may be comforted i the thought that they labéred anceasingly
to make Lis Tdet days os peaceful as possible amd to make casier for
hini the journey across the bar.

Weought not to. éldse: this memorinl withouh sowie referenes te Juige
Hill's religious belief, e carved nothing for dogmatic cresd; but l‘m

¥ ,I,P,] JUDGE BENJAMIN H. IFHIL, S0

s essentially and mherentlv Feligious. He Telisved intensely- in the

'fundameuta!s of. rellglon,-—m the Fatherhood of Gad, in a fiture life

-after dcath, and thigt, those. who loved truth and. hv.,d truth and did
‘justice by their fellow mien.would liave their reward in €he life to come,
His was tlie philosophy of Bryant; so. beéautifully expre:sed in 'l‘lmuutopsxa.

8o dive; that when thy suimhons comes to join

Thie inmwmardhle earavas; which moves

To Lhm: myctenoua Fealm where éach shall take
His chamber. in the silent balls. of, deatl,

Thou. o not like the quarry-slave at night,

Scourged to hig durigéon; but, sustained and soothed
By an unf.lltermrr “trnst, approsch thy grave

Like ome who wraps the drapery of lis. couch
About him, and Lies down to pleasant dreans.”

Raspectfully submitted,

J. R. Poitle; Chairman, © Ches: L. Bartlett,
A @, Powell, Saw’l B. Adams,

Walter I iGiEorge, : George: W. Owens,
Frank. Haivell, Jos. W. Benuet,
‘Chas, W, Sirith, A. L. Miller,
Reubcn R. Ar nold : © Andrew J. -Cobb,
Towry Arnold, A. W. Cozart,
Moivis Brandon,. Fred E: Hdirison,
Buykin Wriglit, Tillon ¥on Nunes,

Addresees were made by Presiding Justies Marcus W. Beck,

of the Suprane Courf; Judge Richard B. Russell, and J'n_dge,. Ar-

thur 6. Powell.

Jupae SrErreNd responded for the eourt, as follows:
The court; thanks the committee for its labor in p'ref-enting the me-

- morial skeid § of our lmmented associnte, and also eéxpresses its &ap-
preciation of the heautitul tributes offéred by fhembers of the bar pregent.

Judge Hill’s dggociates on “this' bench ave deeply ‘grieved at his “pdsi-
ing away. Jndge Jenkms and myself, who sersed wWith him on the second
div s1on,, -anid from - dsuly contact with him have.come to love-him. For

Jiis. sweel: compayionship. and his yiobility of soid, feel his losy .most

Leeulv "$Wé 1nisé his: Hitifiate companionship and wise counsel dnd con-

I had Tearned to. love him- in years past before the. exigencies: of
politits . br«mght mng-into -intimate. u»sovmtmu a3 ‘eolleaguas én the bench,
riend faithfal and just to me
-and political tradition he might have. Leen my ereiny
! anmoumst, but his soul wds too big, lis hearf was too
fnagmnmmuﬂ to pewmit o politiesl animosity, dead for hah a gentury,
to aflect Kis feelinps and bis fridndships of to-day. In the ifivipiency
of niy- political caveer, when I. was struggling under- the papersions of
pohtual opposition, liis personal synipathy and encour agement, fogether
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with his epen pelitieal support, meant much to me, aml has coniributed

ne little to what political suceess 1 have schieved. I herefore mourm-

him as a friend, and shall ever cherish his memery.  While he is uhsent
in the flesh, there 45 “union here of Learts that finds not here an end.”

Judge Hill lived in two distinet eras in his country's history. He
was horn doring the haleyon days of the South — the period before the
war. Ile glimpsed the South’s “ancient régime,” and was rearved in its
vanishing shadow, Tt Ieft its impress npon him, Te came v the full
maturity of his manhood and epent the hetler part of his life in a more
practical and commercial age. le eombined in bis make-up the tender
chivalry of southern kaighthood with the praciieal ability to faee the
new couditions follpwing the catanlvsm of the sixties.

e was a wan of the strictest integrity and heuesty, and in &1 of
his dealings with his fellew men wag frank and apei. He was withonr
hypoerisy und withont guile. As o friend he was loyal and true.  His
spirit was young, and he delighted in the company of voulh. Tis
nature was sympatacetic and tolerant and fnvited confidencs, and whoever
confided in him was always rewarded with sympathy and encourngement.

* The young and’ inexperienced wore at ease in his presence and  were
free to open their hearts fo him and mnbosom before him. e always
extended a helping hand te the young and struggling lawyer. He lent
no assistance t those who sought to handicap and erush- the worthy
beginner at the bar. ’

Judge Hill at times appeared somewkat haughty and sustere to siran-
gers; but these sweming characteristics were not genuine. They were
but maunnerizms that did not speak the heart. They conslituted only o
fragile wall abeut him which was casy of penetration by friendly atbuck.

He was o man of high intellectval attainments. While his life so
shaped itself thar his talents were displayed upon the lenel, he woulid
have beem waineal in other pelitical ficlds. Ile possessed forensic talent
and would bave been an homor to his State in the Senate. Were he here
to-any and at this hour, perhaps the manils of the elder il would
fall upon liim, ' '

He possessed an intimaic knowledge of the law and the wbilivy 10
readily g p 2 leiral prineiple dnd apply it to the ease undsr consideralion.
He was a rapid worker. Although he wus eonfined Lo his home with
illness the preater part of last winter and spring, being only intermit-
tently in his offies af work, he kept well np with hig duties in the court,

While he adbered to the law and was amenable to authority, he
knew how to intez‘pr{st‘»:l'uthority». He did nob inf‘.nl_gé in techuical nicelics
which were founded upon no sound -principle and which lad o non-

- sensible conclusions. He helieved in those sound rules of Iaw, soma-
times ealled teehnicalities, which are irubedded in our jurisprudence and
placed “thére by the accumulated wisdom of ‘the certuvies, and which
some of the modern school.of juristie thaught seoff at and seel: to abglish.

He believed dn the ancient landmarke of the liw. e bolieved thas
constitutions were ruade to be enforeed and not to be violated or evaded
th meer the exigencies of the oecasion. Fle believed in the Bill of Rights,

‘and indulged in no legal sophisiry fo establish rules of construction
which when applied wonld destroy the full farde and effeer of the fun-
dumental eonstitutional rights of man.  As an illustration of this, permit,
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me to quote an excerpt fronr one of his opinions, rendered fronme this beneh
in the case of Walker v. Dawson, T Gu. dpp. 417: “ In zealous efforts to
enfuree these Jaws, however beneficent, other laws equally valuable and
bimling should nat be violated. Tn laudable purpose to protect soviaty, we
should not become indifferent to or regardless of those fundamental rights
of the individeal, ' personal libery, personal sezurily, vl private property.’
The prowotion of the one and the presecnbion of lhe viher are entirely
eensislent and inberdependent.  The home of the citizen, next to the
temple of God, is the most sacred place on this earth, whother thai home
Le the cobtage of the poor and humble or the palace of the vich and
powerfid, . . No aclt is more obuoxious te our fundamental law thau
the unlawful enivy and search of a man’s private dwelling, based npou
a bare suspicion that a criminal offense has heen commitied; and
where it is done confessedly without any color of authority, and without
even. a suspicion that the law 1z being or hay lLeen violated, it should
meet, with, ax it fully degerves, the unqualitied dennmeiation of the eanrts,
and the oftenders ghould be punished for thug overstepping the bounds
of oficial aunthority. Tnstead of beirg the danservators of Lhe law, sudh
ollicials become its violators in the most reprehensible and dangerous
iorm, 1t Js tle proud boast of the Angle-Saxon that & man’s home is
bis castle, protected by the ommipresent and ommipotent, although in-
visible, spivil of the law,—a protecrion, in a land where the people
arg trudy fres, move luvineible than armed men or granite walla, Tn this
case it is shown by the undisputed evideies lhat without any zuthbority
of law, and, so {ar as the record discloses, withoub any. reason to suspect:
that the law was being violated thercin, the privaie honie of a citizen,
in his absencr, was raided and his property found therein unlawfully
taken therefrom, The ollicers who thus invaded the sanctivy of this man’s
bome commitied & double trespass,—a (respass againet his personal
security, and a trespasd against his private preperty. If sveh unlawfal
invasions of the cilizen’s rights arve to be telerated or condoned, or can
utions and
Lelieve in the preservation of the inalienable, individual rigbts of the
vitizen, ihe sbruggle of the centuries will have been in vain, and the
saered precinets of the home will e at. the mercy of every dfficial who
“imagines that his oflice ulone clothes him with amthority te disregard
tiz cormmands and restraints of the Inw, and that in becomihg its minigter
he ceases to' be its servant. Let him remewmber that the law is the vuler
of us aIl, the official as well as the eitizen; and when either willinlly dis-
aheys ivs. mandate, he is a eriminal richly (los;erving punishment.”

These judicial utterances of this, great judge ave Limely and ap-
propriaté, They should be brought from the obscurity of the reports
of this court and impressed upon eévery official of the Jand, 1 could,
for the purposé of demenstrating his jndicial ability and the ealiber of
Iis mind, quete Turther from many of Judge Hill's decisions, but time
idoes nol permit, '

3,

eseape the severesh condemnation of all who love free ins

Judge Hill wag an able :und upright judge aud an ormament to this

bench and an honor te the judiciary of the State. It would be difficull to
4ilL hig place, Georgia, bas suffered a distinct loss in his death, and T
have. lost & sweet companion and a noble friend.

.
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Cif1er Jupsk BRoyLps responded as follows:. .

Judge Stephens; in aceepting, in bebalf of the court, the memorial
irom the committee; has well expressed the estéeii dnd affection” which

'every member 6f the court and. its attachés -entertained for Judge ‘Hill.

‘His mémery will be lonored and “preserved by the. covrt as long .45 thie
court: itself shall eéndure.

Tt is ‘érdered by the court that the memoxial be filed, that it be puo--
lished in. the official reports, that i ‘certifiéd copy" be sént to the- fa,nnly
of: Judge Hill, and that a page of the minutes, be set-apart to his tiehiory
and inseribed with: the date of his birth' and death; -and as a furtler
mark of-respect the court is adjourned until tormorrow,
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‘Hill Grave Sites in Georgia
oS

In December of 1997 I made a trip to Atlanta, Georgia and while there visited the historic
Oakland Cemetery, one of Atlanta's oldest cemetaries, established 1850. It is preserved by The
Historic Oakland Foundation, a non-profit organization, located at 248 Oakland Avenue, S.E.,
Atlanta Georgia 30312. (404) 688-2107 .

To visit their web site CLICK HERE

Oalkland Cemetery, Atlanta, Georgia

I knew my roots were in the South, and that several Hills in my line had illustrious careers as a
Senator, a Judge, and other political offices. When I found the Hill family plot in Oakland
Cemetery I was thrilled to discover the final resting place for fifteen ancestors starting with
Senator Benjamin Harvey Hill, born in 1823 and buried there in 1882.

Below are some of the pictures of these old gravesites with information about each ancestor.

Sen. Benjamin Harvey Hill and his wife Caroline Holt
Benjamin Harvey Hill was born September 14, 1823 in Hillsboro, Jasper County, GA. He married
Caroline Holt who was born February 21, 1825. They had four children who made it to adulthood,

Emily Leila Hill, Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr., Hennia Hill, and Charles Doughtery Hill.

Senator Hill served as a member of the Georgia state house of representatives, 1851, was
candidate for governor of GA, 1857, delegate to the Georgia secession convention, 1861, Delegate
from Georgia to the Confederate Provisional Congress, 1861-62, Senator from Georgia in the
Confederate Congress, 1862-65, U.S. Representative from Georgia, 1875-77, again in 1877-82. He
died in Atlanta August 16, 1882. His wife Caroline died November 11, 1904. The picture shows

http://www. geocities.éom/Hea_lrtland/V alley/5780/graves.html 8/27/2004



Hill Family Grave Sites in GA Page 2 of 3

their grave markers side by side, the taller of the two being the Senator's.
Inscribed on the side of his marble tomb:

"When too feeble to speak, he wrote the following: 'If a grain of corn will die, and then rise again
in so much beauty, why may not I die, and then rise again in fertile beauty and life. How is the last
a greater mystery than the first, and by as much as I exceed the grain of corn in this life, why may
not I exceed it in the new life. How can we limit the power of Him, who made the grain of corn,
then made the same grain arise in such wonderous newness of life!'"

Senator Hill died an agonizing and untimely death from cancer at home in Atlanta. I discovered
this picture of his Atlanta home in the book written by his son, B. H. Hill, Jr., on the life and
speeches of his father. ("Senator Benjamim H. Hill of Georgia, His Life, Speeches and Writings",
pub. 1893, T. H. P. Bloodworth, Atlanta)

Sen. B. H. Hill was my grandfather's great uncle and namesake.

Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr.

Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr., was born July 1, 1849 and died July 19, 1922. He was a Judge in
Georgia. His first wife was Mary Emily Carter, born September 11, 1853 and died May 25, 1890
at the age of 37. '

Inscribed on his gravestone is the following:
"Friend of the oppressed - just - scholarly - chivalric and true. He struck the dlSCOl‘dS from life's
troubled music leaving only the melody of its golden strings."

Janie May Hill

Janie May Hill, (maiden name also HILL) born May 7, 1874 and died February 5, 1925, second
wife of B. H. Hill, Jr. is on the direct right of his grave. Janie May was the daughter of James
DuBose Hill and Rebecca Harvey Williams, another prominent Hill line in Georgia history. Much
of this Hill family's history is found in the book, "The Hills of Wilkes Co., Georgia & Allied
Families" by Lodowick Johnson Hill, last reprinted 1972. B. H. Hill, Jr.'s first wife, Mary Emily
Carter, is buried a row behind his grave and to the left.

Janie May's gravestone inscription reads simply; "My faith looks up to thee".

There are fifteen people interred in the Hill family plot in Oakland Cemetery; Sen. Benjamin
Harvey Hill, wife Caroline Holt, their son Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr., and his first wife, Mary
Emily Carter, second wife, Janie May Hill, Emily Leila Hill Ridley (daughter of Sen. Hill & Holt),
Charles Doughtery Hill (son of Sen. Hill & Holt), Charles' wife Carrie H. Hughes, Harvey Hill

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Valley/5780/graves.html _ 8/27/2004
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(son of Chas. Doughtery Hill) and his wife Mary Ridley Hill, Robert Emmett Mitchell and his wife
Kate Carter Mitchell, (she was the sister of B.H. Hill, Jr.'s first wife), and three infant/child graves

with stones too badly worn to read.

P

Here are photographs of the family plot at a distance from two different angles.
Side view of Hill family plot in Atlanta.

Back row, opposite side view of Hill family plot in Atlanta.

And finally, here is a rough sketch I made of the fifteen graves with names and dates and
relationships where known.

Hill Family Plot Sketch

Click on the headstone to see The U.S. GenWeb's Tombstone Inscription Project. Look at
the data others have collected from old cemeteries, become a volunteer, or submit the work you have
already done.
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UNPARALLEL LIVES: JUDGE BENJAMIN HILL IN ATLANTA,
ADOLF HITLER IN VIENNA, 1907-1913

This article, dated October 18, 1985, has not been published.

Fate is strange. Sometimes enormously different men who are or will be of great historical
interest live contemporaneous lives, wholly unbeknownst to one another. During the period
from 1907 until 1913, for example, two such men were living thousands of miles apart, one
in Atlanta, Georgia, the other in faraway Vienna, then capital of the doomed Austro-
Hungarian Empire. The two men never met, never knew one another, and had nothing in
common. One, Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr. was serving his tenure as the first Chief Judge of
the Court of Appeals of Georgia, and the period was perhaps the most memorable stage of
his distinguished career of service to his state and to humanity. The other man, Adolf Hitler,
was a wretched, bigoted, hate-filled young man who twenty years later would seize power in
German and embark on a course of dictatorial government, totalitarianism, and military
aggression, topped off by government-ordered and government-authorized mass murders
unequaled in this century and perhaps ever. Let us examine these two unparallel lives
during the seven year period ending the year before the Sarajevo outrage unleashed a world
war.

On January 2, 1907 the newly created Court of Appeals of Georgia convened for the first
time and elected Benjamin H. Hill, Jr. as its Chief Judge. Hill remained in this office until
November 1, 1913, when he resigned to accept another judgeship. In January 1907 Hill was
57 years old, having been born in LaGrange in Troup County on July 1, 1849. In 1866 Hill
moved to Athens, where he entered the University of Georgia. While a student he lived in
what is now called the Taylor-Grady House on Prince Avenue, which his father had
purchased for $40,000. In 1869 he received both a B. A. and an LL. B. Between then and
1889 Hill held several federal and state offices, some elective, some appointive. From 1889
until 1907 Hill practiced law in Atlanta in partnership with his brother, C. D. Hill. In 1891
Hill published a laudatory biography of his deceased father, a former U. S. Senator from
Georgia.

Thus, when he became a member of the Georgia Court of Appeals in 1907 Hill already had
a distinguished career behind him. His service on the Court of Appeals was also
distinguished. He wrote the first opinion of the Court, in the case of Hunter v. Lissner, 1 Ga.
App. 1,58 S. E. 54 (1907). He joined the Court in expanding in individual rights in
criminal cases beyond previous Georgia Supreme Court decisions. He authored several
opinions for the Court especially noteworthy in the history of liberty, rights, and justice.

The greatest of his opinions, and one of the greatest examples of magniloquence and stirring
language in the annals of judicial decisions upholding freedom, is his opinion in Underwood
v. State, 13 Ga. App. 206, 78 S. E. 1103 (1913). There Chief Judge Hill did two things in
incomparably rich and evocative language. First, he delivered the most powerful rebuke in
judicial history to the crime control philosophy that tolerates, even depends upon, violations
of basic rights to combat crime. Hill wrote:

http://www.law.uga.edu/academics/profiles/dwilkes_more/his2_unparallel.html 8/27/2004



JUDGE BENJAMIN HILL - Professor Wilkes - University of Georgia School of Law Page 2 of 4

We hear and read much of the law-
lessness of the people. One of the most dangerous mani-
festations of this evil is the lawlessness of the ministers of
the law. This court fully knows and appreciates the delicate
and difficult task of those who are charged with the duty
of detecting crime and apprehending criminals, and it will
uphold them in the most vigilant legal discharge of all their
duties, but it utterly repudiates the doctrine that these duties
- can not be successfully performed without the use of
illegal and despotic measures. It is not true that in the effort
to detect crime and to punish the criminal, “the end justifies
the means.”

Second, in Miltonic language that in grandeur surpasses any apostrophe to freedom every
written in any judicial opinion, Chief Judge Hill wrote of the inestimable and incalculable
values of individual rights as follows:

They [i.e., the basic human rights protections guaranteed
in the Bill of Rights to persons charged with crime] are
the sacred civil jewels which have come down to us from
an English ancestry, forced from the unwilling hand of tyranny
by the apostles of personal liberty and personal security.
They are hallowed by the blood of a thousand struggles,
and were stored away for safekeeping in the casket of the
Constitution. It is infidelity to forget them; it is sacrilege
to disregard them; it is despotic to trample upon them.
They are given as a sacred trust into the keeping of the
courts, who should with sleepless vigilance guard these
priceless gifts of a free government.

In writing the Underwood opinion, Chief Judge Hill was attacking two criminal procedure
abuses of his time. First, he was criticizing third-degree type police interrogation practices,
then prevalent. Second, he was criticizing the notorious violations of the due process rights
of the hapless Leo Frank, whose shamefully unfair murder trial was coming to a close when
the Underwood opihion was handed down. Underwood was decided on August 15, 1913;
Leo Frank was found guilty by the jury on August 25, 1913. (For more on the Underwood
case, see Wilkes, Underwood v. State. Georgia’s Highwater Mark in the Protection of the
Basic Rights of Criminal Suspects, The Georgia Defender, p. 2 (July 1983).)

After his resignation from the Court of Appeals on November 1, 1913, Hill became a Judge
of the Superior Court of Fulton County in Atlanta. He remained in office for nearly six
years. In 1918 he was defeated for reelection by a margin of 22 votes. He lost because of
the operation of two powerful groups, one of whom thought Hill was too lenient on
criminals, the other of whom thought Hill was too harsh on criminals. In 1920 Hill was
elected to the Georgia Court of Appeals; he served as an Associate Judge there until his

http://www.law.uga.edu/academics/proﬁles/dwilkes_more/hisZ_unparallel.html 8/27/2004
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death from heart disease in Atlanta on July 19, 1922,

Judge Hill was a warm, family man with many friends. He appears to have been revered by
all. He suffered defeats and setbacks in his lifetime, of course. But his public and private
service and his sublime prose in defense of liberty lift him to the happy immortality of the
great protectors of justice and rights. The University of Georgia and the State of Georgia
have every right to be proud of their son, Judge Benjamin H. Hill, Jr. (The official
Memorial to Judge Hill may be found at 29 Ga. App. 801 (1923).)

On the other hand, ever reasonable person with a conscience is horrified by the cruel and
bloody life of that psychopath, Adolf Hitler. In 1922, when Judge Hill died, Hitler was just
another obscure right-wing Bavarian politician. During the time Hill was Chief Judge of the
Court of Appeals, Hitler was a total obscurity, living a more or less down and out life in
Vienna. Until recently, little was known about Hitler’s sojourn in Vienna. The matter was
treated as a chapter or section in a Hitler biography. Since the 1950's, however, significant
new information has appeared. The most significant development yet was the publication in
1983 of J. Sydney Jones’s Hitler in Vienna, 1907-1913. This book is more than a masterful
account of Hitler’s wanderings and doings and rantings in Vienna; it is a complete study of
Viennese culture, art, music, and society during those crucial pre-World War I years.

Hitler arrived in Vienna in late September 1907, at the age of 18; he left permanently for
Munich on May 24, 1913 aged 24.

In Vienna Hitler lived sometimes as an impoverished would-be student; but most of the time
he was not a student but simply one of the homeless mass of dislocated urban poor,
occasionally sleeping on benches in parks, inadequately clothed, staying in homes for the
poor, eating at soup kitchens, carrying travelers’s baggage for tips. He displayed
unremitting hostility to almost everything except power and domination and hatred and
prejudice. He read and agreed with virulent anti-Semitic and racist pamphlets. He espoused
the crudest forms of Social Darwinism. He flew into rages. He orated incessantly. He was
lazy and spiteful. He developed no normal relationships with men or women. He had no
true friends. He could brook no disagreement with his loathsome attitudes. That is, he
himself was (to quote Judge Hill) a “most dangerous manifestation of ... evil.” In short, the
foundations were there, once he achieved governmental power, for the Holocaust, tyranny,
and another world war. However, the term that perhaps best describes Hitler during his
Vienna period (as well as during the rest of his evil, miserable life) is psychopathia sexualis.

In ancient times there was not one but three Fates. The Fate who spun the thread of life was
Clotho; her symbol.was the spindle. Fate did some strange spinning from 1907 to 1913. In
the United States, in Georgia, a distinguished jurist at the apogee of his distinguished career
nobly and eloquently advanced the cause of freedom. At the same time, across the ocean, in
the grinding poverty of Viennese flophouses, a lonely, psychopathic hater was beginning a
career devoted to crushing human rights and inflicting death and torture-a career devoted to
trampling upon liberty and justice. Why? Why did Fate arrange that these two entirely
different men should occupy some of the same points in time (from 1889, when Hitler was

http://www.law.uga.edu/academics/proﬁles/dwi1kes_more/his2_unparalle1.html 8/27/2004
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born, until 1922, when Hill died), and that both should share the years 1907 to 1913 as a
~. particularly important stage of their vastly different lives?

Fate is definitely sfrange. ,

Last updated Thursday, July 22, 2004 5:09:25 PM
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From: "info" <info@trouparchives.org>

To: <mcateerb@gaappeals.us>

Date: 1/26/2005 6:19:19 AM

Subject: RE: Troup Archives Reference Request

WE do not have a lot of things on Benjamin H. Hill, Jr., as he did not live
here after going off to college...nhowever, what we can piece together for
you is the following:.

Benjamin Harvey Hilf, Jr. was born Cicero Holt Hill on 7-1-1849 at LaGrange,
Ga. at "Bermuda Acres" on Colquitt Street, LaGrange, Ga., named for his
maternal uncle, Dr. Cicero Holt, who lived with the Hills for a time. The
Greek Revival cottage had been the summer home of Walter T. Colquitt (whose
mother was also a Holt) and the childhood home of Alfred Holt Colquitt. In
1856, the Hill family moved into their new home, "Bellevue", (still
standing, a National Register and National Landmark house in LaGrange)
Benjamin H. Hill, Jr. was educated in LaGrange Schools. The night in May
1865 when his father was arrested by Union troops under Gen. Emory Upton, at
their home, "Bellevue", young Hill went with his father from the home to the
LaGrange Depot, trying to elicit information as to the destination of his
father (and Confederate Navy Sect. Stephen R. Mallory who was also arrested
in the Hill home that night). He went to the University of Georgia in his
mother's hometown-of Athens from 1866 to 1869. He was the Demosthenian
Society speaker at graduation. He was a classmate of Emory Speer and Henry
W. Grady. He was a charter member of Chi Phi fraternity while a student. He
spent the year 1869-1870 in Europe and returned to the University of Georgia
to study law, graduating in 1871 and was admitted to the bar. In 1872, he

v went into law practice with his father. He married 11-10-1874 to Mary E.

Lo Carter, daughter of Col. S. M. Carter and niece of Gov. A.H.Colquitt (so |
believe she was also a cousin of his) In 1877, his cousin Gov. A. H.
Colquitt appointed him Solicitor General of the Atlanta Circuit and the
legislature re-elected him to that position in 1880. He refused a third
term in 1884 and went into law practice in the firm of B.H. & C.D.Hill with
his brother, Charles Dougherty Hill. His brother succeeded him as Sol.Gen
of the Atlanta Circuit and Ben Hill, Jr. was then (in 1885) appointed United
States District Attorney for Northern Georgia District by President S. G.
Cleveland. In 1891; he wrote and in 1893 published a biography of his
father called "Benjamin H. Hill of Georgia: His Life, Speeches, and
Writings" (I couldn't get my computer to underline this title, so put in
quotation marks). He was at some point in time Judge of the Fulton County
Superior Court, and on Georgia Court of Appeals from 1907-1913 and 1920-1922
when he died. He died at his home in the Blackstone Apts. His funeral was
at the First Methodist Church of Atlanta with Rev. S. R. Belk, Dr. W. F.
Glenn, and Dr. C.J.Harrell officiating. He was buried in Oakland Cemetery.
| hope some of this will be helpful to you. | would love to have a more
complete sketch of him, myself, to go in our files.

Sincerely, F. C. Johnson, County Historian, Troup County, Georgia.

----- Original Message-----

From: mcateerb@gaappeals.us [mailto:mcateerb@gaappeals.us]
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2005 3:29 PM

To: info@trouparchives.org

Subject: Troup Archives Reference Request
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HILL-L Archives

From: < threads@excite.com>
Subject: [HILL-L] Janie May Hill m. Benj. Harvey Hill, Jr., GA 1892
Date: Wed, 23 Feb 2000 10:20:29 -0800 (PST)

I recently acquired a copy of the book, "The Hills of Wilkes County, GA
and

Allied Families", written by Lodowick Johnson Hill, 1972, reprinted with
additions & some corrections in the back by Heritage Papers,
Danielsville,

GA. I had heard of this book and had wondered if my line of Hills was
connected in. some way.

I've not had a chance to go through it thoroughly yet, but already it has
helped me put some relationships together about which I was previously
unclear. One of those was the marriage of Janie May Hill (b. May 7, 1874)
to Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr. (b. July 1, 1849). I knew she was his second
wife, having visited Oakland Cemetery in Atlanta two years ago and
photographed the gravestones of many of these family members, but I was
assuming her maiden name was something other than Hill and had been
searching for that 1nformat10n According to this book, page 130, Janie
May

Hill was the ‘daughter of James DuBose Hill, b. 1843 and his first wife,
Rebecca Harvey Williams. Janie May Hill's birthdate is listed as March 7,
1873, but I have chosen to stay with the dates on her gravestone which I
‘have personally seen and photographed (May 7, 1874). The book also gives
a

marriage date for Janie May Hill and Benj. Harvey Hill, Jr. as August 2,
1892. Her siblings are listed as:

1. Lodowick Chandler Hill, b. Dec. 9, 1869, d. circa 1890 at 21 yrs. of
age. .

2. Harvey DuBose Hill, b. March 15, 1871, m. Georgia V. Halliday, dau.

of Abraham Halliday and his wife, Miss Mitchell.

3. Henry Casey Hill, b. Jan. 4, 1879, m. Feb. 20, 1903 to Alice

Halliday, younger sister of his elder brother's wife.

4. Edward Chatfield Hill, b. Dec. 17, 1880, m. Aug. 1920 Marion
Bloodworth, dau. of E. H. Bloodworth of Barnesville, GA.

The children of Janie May Hill and Benj. Harvey Hill, Jr. (son of Georgia
Sen. Benjamin Harvey Hill) are listed as:

1. Benjamin Hill ITI, b. July 12, 1893, d. May 25, 1986.

2. Rebecca Harvey Hill, b. March 20, 1986, m. June 20, 1918 to Lt.



Edward McGruder Leath, of Birmingham, AL.
3. Benjamin Hill IV, b. Feb. 27, 1900
4. Charles D, Hill, b. Aug. 25, 1904, d. Aug. 29, 1908

I don't yet know if these two Hill lines (Janie May Hill's family and
Benj . .

Harvey Hill, Jr.'s family) are related in any other way besides this
marriage but will continue to read the book looking for any other
connections. If anybody else already knows, please write.

I will post more information as I discover it. The "Allied Families", by
the way, are Anthony, Barksdale, Bilups, Calhoun, Clark, Colquitt,
DuBose, : ’

Exum, Grigsby, Harvie, Henderson, Hill, Jordan, Lane, Lewis, Lipscomb,
Lumpkin, Macgquinney (McKinne), McGehee, Pope, Quakers, Ransone,
Richardson, '

Shepherd, Walton, Webster, Wellborn, Willis, and Wooten. The
Supplementary '

Information at the back of the book looks promising as well. Its been
added

since the original book was published apparently and brings some lines up
into modern times.

Regards,
Jackie Hill Bower
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B. Harvey Hill, Jr.
Partner, Atlanta Office

Harvey Hill is a member of the Capital Markets and the Financial Services B. Harvey Hill, Jr.

Groups of Alston & Bird. Mr. Hill concentrates on mergers and acquisitions, Alston & Bird LLP

joint ventures, and business matters for companies generally and for One Atlantic Center

insurance companies specifically. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America 1201 West Peachtree Street

for corporate law expertise. Aflanta, GA 30309-3424 USA
Phone: 404-881-7446

Mr. Hill has been lead counsel for both buyers and sellers in all types of Cellutar: 404-307-6242

business combinations, including private and public transactions, reinsurance ~ Fax: 404-253-8251

- - arrangements, purchases and sales of divisions, joint ventures of ali kinds, hhil@alston.com

and mergers of law firms. Mr. Hill has over 35 years of experience in business
negotiations, particularly in negotiating complicated indemnities and purchase
price earn-outs. :

Practice Areas
Capital Markets
Mergers & Acquisitions

Recent publicly announced transactions for which he was the lead lawyer Education

include the representation of Fortis in its acquisition of American Bankers University of Virginia
Insurance Group; the representation of LHS, Group, Inc. in its merger with (LL.B., 1964)

Sema Group plc; the representation of Genuine Parts Company in its

acquisition of UAP, Inc., a Canadian company; and the representation of Yale University
Balentine & Company in its affiliation with Wilmington Trust Company. (B.A., 1961)

Mr. Hill has been a lawyer with Alston & Bird since 1964. During his tenure egg:git:d to Practice

with the firm, he has served as Chair of the Partners' Committee, Financial
Partner, and head of the Tax Department and the Corporate Department, in
addition to other management roles.

Mr. Hill received an LL.B. in 1964 from the University of Virginia Law School
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and the Virginia Law Review
editorial board. A graduate of Yale University, he received a B.A., cum laude,
in 1961. He is vice chair of the Path Foundation, which is involved in building
recreational trails in the metropolitan Atlanta area, and a member of the
advisory board of the Carter Center.



