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Court of Appeals Centennial Celebration--A Century of Serving Justice

Atlanta, GA–The Court of Appeals of Georgia is currently celebrating its Centennial with events throughout this year,  culminating  with a Centennial Dinner on Friday, October 6, 2006.  The dinner will be held at the Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta.  The theme of the Centennial is a “Century of Serving Justice.”  The Centennial Year began with a proclamation ceremony at the State Capitol with a resolution commemorating the Centennial by Governor Sonny Perdue, and a resolution by the General Assembly of Georgia on January 24, 2006.


A high school oratorical contest will be held on Saturday, September 9, 2006 at the State Bar of Georgia headquarters in Atlanta in conjunction with the Court of Appeals Centennial Celebration.  Educational scholarships for the first, second, third and fourth place winners will be awarded by Justice Served, Inc.  The general theme for the contest is “The Separation of Powers and the Judicial Branch of Government.”  Other Centennial events include a symposium on the topic of Separation of Church and State which was presented at the State Bar Annual Meeting on June 1, 2006  and oral arguments which are being held in different locations throughout the state.  In September, 2006,  the Court will hold arguments in Chickamauga, Statesboro, Jesup, Fort Valley, Macon, Gainesville, and at Morehouse College in Atlanta. A documentary video about the Court's 100-year history has been produced by the Court.  The documentary features rare photos and interviews with former judges, attorneys and statesmen.  


The Constitutional Amendment which created the Court of Appeals was ratified on October 3, 1906.  The Court held its first session on January 2, 1907 in what is now the Appropriations Room of the State Capitol.  The Court shared this Courtroom with the Supreme Court and did not have its own Courtroom until 1956 when the current Judicial Building was completed.  The Court had three judges  when it held its first session, Judge Benjamin Harvey Hill, Jr., Richard Brevard Russell, Sr., and A. G. Powell.  Today the Court has twelve judges and sits in three-judge panels.  Both the first African American judge, Judge Robert Benham, and first woman judge, Dorothy Toth Beasley,  on the Court were appointed  to the Court of Appeals bench in 1984.  During the first year of the Court, it was assigned only 155 cases.  In 2005, the Court docketed 3, 139 cases.


For more information about the history video, the High School Oratorical Contest,  the sites for the oral arguments in September, 2006, and the Centennial dinner, please go to our website www.gaappeals.us or call 404-656-3450.  A short history of the Court and biographies of the judges are also located on the Court's website. 
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