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‘Young Lawyer
Wins $7M for
Client Injured
in Transport
Van Crash

GREG LAND | gland@alm.com

A YOUNG LAWYER who joined the state bar
in 2013 and was trying his second case as lead
counsel scored a $7 million victory for his client,
a dialysis patient who was being ferried to a treat-
ment session in 2012 when the van she was riding
in was involved in a wreck. .

The jury was slated to hear arguments regard-
ing the appropriateness of punitive damages
but a hlgh -low agreement reached during trial

’ capped "the defendants’ liability at $2 million,
mooting any need for further litigation, said the
plamtlff’s lawyer, Chrlstopher Breault of Athens’

See CRASH, page 3

Joyce Blgmall with attorney Christopher Breault, who won
the $7 million judgment as lead attorney on his second case.
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CRASH, from page 1

Breault Law Firm, who was assisted by fel-
low Athens solo Warren Abel.Defense
attorneys G. Randall Moody and Eliza-
beth Rose of Drew Eckl & Farnham, and
Clayton Adams and Anderson Robinson
of Columbus’ Brown & Adams did not
respond to requests for comment.

The early-morning accident happened
when a Dodge Ram pickup truck belong-
ing to a Columbus doughnut shop pulled
out of a Piggly Wiggly parking lot on River

-Road in front of a Dodge van carrying the
plaintiff, Joyce Bigmall.

"The collision knocked the van over and
left Bigmall, now 62, with multiple injuries
including four broken ribs.

- Bigmall was treated for trauma at Colum-
bus Medical Center, then spent several
weeks at a rehabilitation center. The pick-
up’s driver, Perry Solomon, was charged
with failure to yield. )

Breault said Bigmall had been diagnosed
with end-stage kidney disease several years
earlier, and the disease complicated her
ability to heal. “She had a hard time walk-
ing after the wreck,” said Breault. “She
was also having trouble breathing, and that
developed into pneumonia.”

Solomon was also seriously injured and
was trapped in the driver’s seat with an open
fracture to his forearm.

In 2013, Columbus solo Mark Jones filed
suit on Bigmall’s behalfin Muscogee Coun-

by State Court, naming Golden Dough-
nuts and Solomon as defendants. In 2015,
he associated Breault into the case, and
Breault handled the case going forward.

He said that two mediations failed to
resolve the dispute.

The complaint included counts for neg-

ligent entrustment, hiring, retention and
supervision but, before Breault became
involved, Judge Ben Richardson dismissed
those claims.

Breault’sinvestigation revealed that Solo-
mon had two prior DUI and two open con-
tainer arrests on his record, and had been

involved in prior accidents. It also emerged -

that Solomon had told hospital staffers that
he drank 12 to 18 beers a day.

Ruling on Breault’s motion to set aside,
Richardson vacated his earlier dismissal and
the negligent hiring and other counts were
restored to the complaint, along with counts
for punitive damages against both defendants.

During a one-week trial, Breault intro-
duced testimony from the emergency medi-

_ cal technicians who tended to Solomon on

the morning of the wreck, both of whom
said they thought he was intoxicated.

Breault elicited testimony from University
of Georgia College of Pharmacy professor
Randall Tackett, who said that if Solomon
had drunk an 18-pack the evening before, his
blood alcohol content would have been .08 —
legally drunk—at the time of 6:15 a.m. wreck.

During closing arguments, Breault said
he asked for $4 million in general damages
and $49,000 for medical expenses.

The jury took roughly five hours to award
$7,049,732. Breault said conversation with
the jurors indicated that they had been
angered by what they considered mislead-
ing testimony by a defense witness.

Breault, who dropped out of high school
in the 10th grade and graduated last in his
class at the University of Georgia School of
Law, said the trial was his second as lead
attorney; the first, a false imprisonment
trial last year, ended with a $150,000 verdict
for hisclient. &
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left) was hired by chief legal officer Megha Parekh to help with the team’s expanding franchise.

hat as the CEO and founder of Spysie
Tech, a web design agency that she now
runs with her boyfriend, Danny McBride.
They consult with different types of peo-
ple such as lawyers, hair stylists and mar-
keting firms. It was a venture that started
out as a “side gig” and evolved into a full-
time business. A

McBride runs the day-to-day operations,
but Sadowitz consults on a regular basis.
“It’s important to me to stay connected and
contribute to the small business commu-
nity,” she says. @

Stephanie Forshee reports for Corporate
Counsel, an ALM affiliate of the Daily
Report. ’
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CLERK AND COURT ADMINISTATOR

November 3, 2016

Christopher Ryan Breault, Esq.
The Breault Law Firm

945 Broadway ¢ Suite 108
Columbus, Georgia 31901

RE: Removal from Bar of the Court of Appeals of Georgia and Reported to
Georgia Bar Association

Dear Mr. Breault:

Unless payment is received within 5 business days of the date of this letter, your name and

. bar number will be removed from the roll of attorneys permitted to practice in the Bar of the Court

of Appeals of Georgia due to non- payment of the $230.00 Expedited Remote Admission fee. The
delinquency will also be immediately reported to the Georgia Bar.

Please forward your original Expedited Remote Admission Application and the filing fee
as soon as possible. '

Sincerely,

Ay G

Steve E. Castlen
Clerk/Court Administrator
Court of Appeals of Georgia

SEC/Id
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CRASH, from page 1

Breault Law Firm, who was assisted by fel-
low Athens solo Warren Abel.Defense
attorneys G. Randall Moody and Eliza-
beth Rose of Drew Eckl & Farnham, and
Clayton Adams and Anderson Robinson
of Columbus’ Brown & Adams did not
respond to requests for comment.

The early-morning accident happened
when a Dodge Ram pickup truck belong-
ing to a Columbus doughnut shop pulled
out of a Piggly Wiggly parking lot on River
Road in front of 2 Dodge van carrying the
plaintiff, Joyce Bigmall.

The collision knocked the van over and
left Bigmall, now 62, with multiple injuries
including four broken ribs.

- Bigmall was treated for trauma at Colum-

bus Medical Center, then spent several
weeks at a rehabilitation center. The {ick-
up’s driver, Perry Solomon, was cha ged
with failure to yield.

Breault said Bigmall had been dlagnosed
with end-stage kidney disease several years
earlier, and the disease complicated her
ability to heal. “She had a hard time walk-
ing after the wreck,” said Breault. “She
was also having trouble breathing, and that
. developed into pneumonia.”

. Solomon was also seriously injured and
was trapped in the driver’s seat with an open
fracture to his forearm.

In 2013, Columbus solo Mark Jones filed
suit on Bigmall’s behalfin Muscogee Coun-
_ty.State Court, naming Golden Dough-
nuts and Solomon as defendants. In 2015,
he-associated Breault into the case, and
Breault handled the case going forward.

He said that two mediations falled to
resolve the dispute.

The complaint included counts for neg-

ligent entrustment, hiring, retention and
supervision but, before Breault became
involved, Judge Ben Richardson dismissed
those claims.

Breault’s investigation revealed that Solo-
mon had two prior DUI and two open con-
tainer arrests on his record, and had been
involved in prior accidents. It also emerged
that Solomon had told hospital staffers that
he drank 12 to 18 beers a day.

Ruling on Breault’s motion to set aside,
Richardson vacated his earlier dismissal and
the negligent hiring and other counts were
restored to the complaint, along with counts
for punitive damages against both defendants.

During a one-week trial, Breault intro-
duced testimony from the emergency medi-
cal technicians who tended to Solomon on
the morning of the wreck, both of whom
said they thought he was intoxicated.

Breault elicited testimony from University
of Georgia College of Pharmacy professor
Randall Tackett, who said that if-Solomon
had drunk an 18-pack the evening before, his
blood alcohol content would have been .08 —
legally drunk—at the time of 6:15 a.m. wreck.

During closing arguments, Breault said
he asked for $4 million in general damages
and $49,000 for medical expenses.

The jury took roughly five hours to award
$7,049,732. Breault said conversation with
the jurors indicated that they had been
angered by what they considered mislead-
ing testimony by a defense witness.

Breault, who dropped out of high school
in the 10th grade and graduated last in his
class at the University of Georgia School of
Law, said the trial was his second as lead
attorney; the first, a false imprisonment
trial last year, ended with a $150,000 verdict
for his client. @
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October 24, 2016

Christopher Ryan Breault, Esq.
The Breault Law Firm

945 Broadway * Suite 108
Columbus, Georgia 31901

RE: Expedited Remote Admission Application
Dear Mr. Breault:
On October 13, 2016, you were admitted to the Bar of the Court of Appeals expedited
remote admission over the phone. In that agreement, you stated you would forward the original

' admission form with original signatures, as well as, the $230.00 expedited admission fee.

Perhaps it is an oversight that we have not received the original expedited admission form
nor $230.00 admission fee as of the date of this letter.

Once you send the form and fee, we will send you your certificate in the return mail. Your
attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Rl Gl

Steve E. Castlen
Clerk/Court Administrator
Court of Appeals of Georgia

SEC/ld






